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„ God, and with our own eternal Salvation: .1t fol 1 

„ From hence, that tis your indiſpenſible duty to pra „ 
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5 I R, | 
„ Eeting the other day with your 
Bock in a Friend's ſtudy, the Ti- 


Al | N > 
give me a curioſity to look into it ; 
and my Imagination ſuggeſted ſe- 
L veral things, which I might proba- 
bly find you taking notice of, and-enlarging upon. 
In particular I expected you would have men- 
tion'd it with deep concern, as one principal cauſe 
of the decay of the Diſſenting Intereſt, that Religi- 
on does not ſhine forth and flouriſh among you at 
preſent, as formerly it did, and that you would have 
recommended the revival of ſerious piety and 
virtue, as the beſt expedient for raiſing your de- 
«lining intereſt as high as ever. Biſhop Burnet tells 
us, + © It was the good opinion many had of 
© the ſtrictneſs of the Diffenters formerly, that 
“ gain'd them their credit, and made ſuch numbers 
“ fall of from us”. And if it be true, what his 


| Lordſhip adds, that © they have ina great meaſure ' 


“ loſt the goed character that once they had, 
(which I am the more apt to believe, conſidering 
bow many of your own Miniſters ſpeak of it as a 

melancholly truth, that Religion is upon the de- 
cline, and holineſs does not flouriſh among the 

Diſſenters of this generation, as it did in the times 
of their Forefathers : ). You ſhould have laid your 


x Paſtoral Care. c. 8. p 204. 
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>| tle of it was inviting enough to 
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foundation in recommending ſuch an eminency of 


virtue and practical Religion, as would reflecta 
glory on the ſeparate way of worſhip, and pro- 
posd the moſt likely methods for reviving the 


Spirit of piety which your Anceſtors had, and by 
the credit whereof they drew over ſo many Pro- 
ſelytes to the Diſſenting Party. N 

But how was | dilappointed, when, inſtead of this 
and ſeveral other things J expected to have met 
with, I found from one end to the other little elſe 
remarkable but miſrepreſentations of the eſtabliſh'd 


Church ! Ifthis be the way the Diſſenting intereſt is 


to be kept up,Idon't wonder that {ome of our Zea- 
lots are fo enrag'd at the ſeparation. You tell your 


Friend that © you have purſu'd your ſentiments about 
de the proper means to ſupport the Diſſenting inte- 
ce reſt in the method that epperrs to Nu 16ſt likely to 
- © ſerve the intereſt of truth and religion.” p. 39. But 
how the cauſe of 7ruth can be ſervd by falſhood, 


and religion ſupported by calumny and defamation, 


is what I am not able to comprehend. 
Tis a popular topick you have choſe to declaim 


| upon, that of impoſitions, and a good deal may be 
eaſily ſaid upon it with a plauſible appearance. 


Nay, I will be ſo frank as to own, that ſince there 


are ſo many thouſands that ſeparate from the eſta- 


bliſn'd Church ; ſince this ſeparation has continued 
(to look no farther back than to the Bartholomew- 


af :) for near 70 years, and is now more likely to 


be kept up than twas the firſt day it began; fince 
alſo great numbers of thoſe who ſeparate, do it out 
of a principle of conſcience, and becauſe they ſcruple 
the terms of our Communion' ; and farther yet, 
fince the things, which they are chiefly offended at, 
are by the warmeſt Advocates for our Church al- 
low'd to be changeable and indifferent; Upon all 


©» - 


theſe 
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the Church of England. 5 
theſe grounds I heartily wiſh, that inſtead of perſe- 


cutions, and what ſome love th call wholſome [everi- 
ties, ſomething might be done in favour of theſe 


people, to make the terms of our Communion 


more eaſy to them, and bringthem to Church. 


I have been often pleas'd with a paſſage in Arch- 
Biſhop WWake's Sermon before the King and Queen 


in the Year 1689 © I cannot but think it a 

„ becoming every good Chriſtian among 

4 but in a more eſpecial manner, worthy the 
us, P 5 : 


| © conſideration of ſuch an Auditory as this, 


* Whether ſomewhat may not yet be done for the 
* fake of peace, and to bring things to ſuch a 
© TEMPER, that both order and decency may 


« ſtill be preſerv d, and yet our unity no longer 
broken. * Like to which are the words of 


Dr. Sherlock in his Sermon before the Lord Mayor 
on the very day King William landed, when the 


imminent danger we were in from Popery diſcover'd . 


the folly of our Diſſentions and the advantage they 


gave to the common Enemy f. © Upon the belt 


and moſt impartial enquiries and obſervations I 
* can make, I do in my conſcience believe the 
& Church of England to be the moſt Apoſtolical 
© and beſt Reformed Church in the World. 
“And yet after all, when it is ſo apparent, that 


8 prejudices are grown as obſtinate as they are 


e unreaſonable, when not the reaſon of the thing, 
but the weakneſs of ſome, and the ill deſigns 
«© of others, require ſome compliance and con- 
« deſcention, We have reaſon to hope that the 
© Church of England, which at the beginning of 


ce the Reformation took ſuch prudent care not to, 


** offend the Papiſts by going farther from them, 
1 * than was neceffary, will ee it is likely to 


* Vol-i.p 198. vol. 1. P. 1% 1. 4 dg 
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& do good, condeſcend a great deal farther, than 
cc it is neceſſary to reform, to meet the Diſſenter. 
5 For while the external decency, gravity, and 
“ ſolemnity of worſhip is ſecur'd, no wiſe and 
c good man will think much to change a change- 
& able ceremony, when it will heal the breaches 
F* and diviſions of the Church.“ 1 
But what ſurprizes me is, that You are ſo keenly 
ſet on aggravating the matter, as to do it beyond 
the bounds of reaſon and truth, repreſenting the 
impoſitions of our Church as more in Number and 
harder to be born than they really are. 'This is 
what you are certainly to blame for, and the ra- 
ther, becauſe you bring no Vouchers for what you 
aſſert : Which if you had endeavour'd to do, you 
muſt have ſoon diſcover'd that in ſeverat inſtances 
no ſuch Vouchers can poſſibly be brought; and fo 


our Church would have been ſpar'd, and your 


groundlets charges totally ſuppreſsd. 


The impoſitions you mention are of two kinds. 


Some affect none but the Clergy, being terms only 
of Miniſterial conformity, Others equally affect 
the Layty. I will conſider them ſeverally in their 
proper places: But before I come to Particulars, 
I bave one general obſervation to make. Suppoſe 
the bartholovew-a*t has madeMinifterial conformity 
more difficult than one would wiſh, and requir'd 
ſuch ſubſcriptions and declarations, as many good 
and heavenly minded men have ſcrupled, and loſt 
their Benefices rather than make them ; what is 
this hardſhip upon the Clergy to the cate of L ay- 
conformity? Row are Dorcas and Priſcilla affected 
by ic? They lament perhaps that ſo many Men 
of learning and piety are kept out of the eſtabliſh- 
ment, and ſo far they may be in the right. But 
waar neceſſity is there for their ſeparating upon 
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the Church of England. 7 


this account ? The act requires no ſubſcriptions or 
declarations from them, but leaves the terms of 


Lay-conformity upon much the ſame foot as before. 
Nay indeed, why may not theſe Gentlemen 
themſelves conform as Lay-men, tho' they cannot 
in conſcience comply to do it as Miniſters © You 
muſt excuſe me, if I don't ſee the conclu- 
fiveneſs of your reaſoning in p. 11. where you 
argue, that becauſe there are ſubſcriprions requir'd, 
and the uſe of ſuch ceremonies is enjoyn'd, as 


are ſcrupled by ſome ; therefore * all the Diſ 


&« ſenting Miniſters haue abundam reaſon for their 
« diſſenting. * There ſeems to be as little 
ſtrength in this argument, as there is truth in 
what you ſuggeſt in the ſame page, iz. that 
a great number of the ſupericur Clergy never 
« read the common prayer, and eſpecially the creed of 
% Athanaſius, becauſe there are ſome things in 


© them which they diſlike and cannot comply with, 
„ and therefore keep Curates in ſuch low circum- 
ftances that they muſt be forc'd to do it for them.“ 
You know that ſeveral of the old ejected Miniſters 


never ſet up ſeparate meetings, or divided from us; 
but conform'd as far as they could, i, e, in a Lay- 
capacity. And their conduct herein was highly 
reaſonable and praiſe-worthy. For nothing but 
the ſuppos'd. unlaufulneſs of communion with the 


eſtabliſhment can juſtify a ſeparation from it: And 


if ſo, tis no good grounds for any one to go upon 


in ſetting himſelf at the head of a ſeparate con- 


gregation, that he cannot comply with the terms 
of miniſterial conformity in the Church of England ; 
becauſe this does not neceſſarily infer that He has 


equal ſcruples againſt conforming as a Lay-may, or 


cannot do it with a pure conſcience. 'This being 
premis'd, the Particulars you mention ſhall be now 
conſider d. | | Firſt, 


* An Apology for 


- Firſt, you complain of it as a hardſhip upon thæ 
Clergy, that © they are oblig d to ſubſcribe in the | 
e moſt ſolemn manner that they aſſent to the truth of | 
4 ewery tittle contain d in the book of common prayer, 
P. 9; which indeed is a ſurprizing piece of news, 
and what I never heard of before. But the caſe 
is plain, you talk without book, and your Law is 
of your own making. The ſubſcription requir d 
of every Miniſter by the act of Uniformity is in 
theſe words, that He © will conform to the Litur- 
„ oy of the Church of England, as it is now by 

© law eſtabliſh'd ; and by the 36th Canon, © that 
* the Book of Common Prayer, Oc. containeth 
& nothing in it contrary to the Word of God, and 
* that it may lawfully ſo be uſed, and that He 
& himſelf will uſe the form in the {aid Book 

& preſcrib'd in publick prayer and adminiſtration 
© of the Sacraments, and none other; which is 
quite another thing from declaring an aſſent to 
every propoſition, that is to be found in the Pre- 
faces, Rules, Rubricks, Ec. of this book of common 
prayer, or as you exprels it, to every tittle con- 
ee taind in it. 27 „ +. 

But I ſuppoſe you have here made ſomething of 
a miſtake, and inſtead of the /ub/cription meant the 
declaration we are to make: The form of which is 
in theſe words; © I do declare my unfeigned 
& ent and conſent to all and every thing contain'd 
and preſcribd in and by the book, Intituled 
© The Book of common prayer, Oc. The que- 
& ry now is, what we are oblig'd to by this 
& declaration. It has been faid that F © words 
& could ſcarce be devis'd by the wit of man more 
full and more ſignificant, whereby they might 


+ Dr. calauys Abridgment, &. V. I. p. 203. 2d. Edit. 


reſtify 


# 


the Church of England. 9 
& teſtify their þjgheft juſtification and commendati- 
s on of every point and ſyllable, everyFite and cere- 
. mony, every matter and thing contain'd in the 
& whole book, and in every page and line of it:“ 
And yet as if the Author meant to confute him - 
ſelf, the words, in which this comment is expreſs d, 
are infinitely ſtronger and more full, than thoſe of 
the declaration it ſelf. On the other hand, tis the 
general opinion of our Divines, that the declaration 
relates only to the 2 of the Liturgy. Biſhop 
Morley in particular, not long after the act of uni- 
formity took plice, diſcover'd this to be his ſenſe 
of it, by what e told one of the ejected Miniſters, 
iz. that * © He muſt not philotophize upon the 
** words, aſſent and conſent; nor tuppoſe, that the 
5 Parliament did by aſſent mean an act of the un- 
& derſtanding, and by conſent an act of the will; 
% For no more was intended, than that the Per- 
“ ſon fo declaring, intended to read the Book. 
And the Biſhop told him farther, chat if he would 
& make the declaration in the words preſcrib'd in the 4 
* act, and then ſay, that thereby he meant no more | 
“e than that he would read the common prayer, he 
* would admit him into a Living.” | 
But the truth of the caſe will beſt appear by con- 
ſidering the tenour of the Act it ſelf. And this ig 
plainly and directly on our favour; the injunction 
for making this declaration being introduce d in this 
manner: To the end that uniformity in the 
“ publick Worſhip of God may be ſpeedily effected, 
* Be it enacted, that every Miniſter whatſoev er,, 
* who now has any eccleſiaſtical Benefice within 2 
© this Realm, ſhall in the Church or Chapel belong- 
ing to it, upon ſome Lord's day before the feaſt 
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«© the e of all things in the {aid Book.” So again, 
in the next paragraph bur one, Be it further 
ce enacted, that every perſon, who ſhall hereafter 
ebe put into any benefice --- ſhall declare his un- 
& feigned aſſent and conſent [Both] to the uſe of 
& all things contain'd and preſcrib'd in the ſaid 
* book. For my own part, I would not wiſh 
the matter to be clearer than it is; and I think it 
ſo clear, that any one may eaſily ſee what it meant. 
Our Legiſtators have profeſſedly ſet forth their 
deſign in the act, and told us plainly their in- 
tention was to oblige to the w/e of the book, 
without mentioning any thing elſe Zeſide the uſe. 
And this they have done in the two principal para- 
graghs of the whole act, where it might be rea- 
tonably expected they would expreſs themſelves 
with care and caution. % te 
Ti ſurprizing therefore that Dr. Calamy ſhould 
be ſo very confident on this head of the diſpute, 
as to fay he + © deſpairs that arguing will an- 
_ * ſwer any end, if what he has urg d do not 


+ Abridgment, 1 V. p. 206. 1 
| | convince 
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convince us. Tis undeniable there are two para- 
graghs directly againſt him, and thoſe, the moſt 
conſiderable in the whole act: One immediately 
preceding the form of the declaration, and pro- 
feſſedly letting forth the deſign of it; the other 
following but a little after it. To what purpoſe 
then is it to tell us what paſs'd between the two 
houſes 16 Months after the act of uniformity was 
made; - * that in 7aly 1663. a Bill was ſent up 

to the Lords for relief of ſuch as by ſicknets, &c. 
were diſabled from ſubſcribing the declaration in that 
act, and for explanation of part of it; --- that the 
Lords added a clauſe to it of this tenour, that the 
declaration and ſubſcription of aſſent and content 
ſhould be underſtood only as to the p actice and 
obedience to the ſaid act; - that the Com ons were 
againſt this additional clauſe; and (a conference 
enſuing that) the Lords dropp'd it. Suppoſing all 
that he has, ſaid on this occaſion to be true, (tho 
Biſhop Hoadly tells us + He has heard the truth 
of it much conteſted :) does it appear that what 
was enacted above a year before, was then repeat'd; 
or that the whole Legiſlature in making the act of 
uniformity did intend a quite different thing from 
what they profeſs themſelves to have intended? 
Our Laws are not revocable but in the ſame man- 
ner they are made. They continue in full force 


. \ till ſet aſide by others contradictory to them, and 


twould found wretchedly odd in Heſtminſier- Hall, 
if any one ſhould take it into his head to argue, 
that the dropping of a Bill or a clauſe added ta a 
Bill, intended by way of explanation of any 
Statute, is interpretatively a repeal of it, and 


5 Thid Pe 205% | | | LENA 
Deſenſe of the Reaſonableneſs, &. p. 223. Edit. 3. 
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ought to be lookd upon in Law or equity 2 


ſuch. The Majority of the Commons might reje& 


this Clauſe, and the Lords might afterwards drop 
it for other reaſons, and without eſteeming the de- 


claration incapable of the ſenſe there given of it. 


I ſee no evidence to the contrary, and it requires - 


Man of boldneſs to maintain the negative. In 
truth they might do it, as thinking that the decla- 
ration did not want further explaining ; that *twas 


clear enough already, that nothing more than the 


bare v/e of the Liturgy was intended; and theres 
fore that the new clauſe was anu*ceſſury. I his 


was certainly the caſe with reſpect to the ſul ſcrip- 
7103; requir d by this act, which the Dr. tells us was 
mention'd in the Clauſe as well as the declaration. 


For a promiſe to © conform to the Liturgy of the 
Church as it is now by Law eftabliſh'd, ”” can be 
underſtood only as to the prattice and obedience to 
the ſaid act, and not otherwiſe. - It is plain, Biſhop 
Morley knew nothing of our Law-makers having 
revok'd their own expreſs words in the act of uni- 


formity, by any thing they did the next year. He 


was poſitive that the bare % of the Book was 411 


that was intended to be enjoyn'd, and not that 


Miniſters ſhould teſtify their higheſt approbation 
of every line and tittle in it: And his judgment 
upon the caſe is the more conſiderable, not only 


as He then fat in the houſe of Lords, and was 


one of them that made the Act, but chiefly as 


He was a man mightily in vogue and credit at 


that time; + He and Sede being at the Head 
of the Church-party, and the whole affair about 


T Burnet's Hiſtory of his own times. p. 184. See alſo 
Calamy's Abridgment, Vol. 1. p 172 | 
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forming the Liturgy, as it now ſtands, being 


manage and directed by them. 


zly, Your next complant is that © the Clergy 
&* are oblig d to ſubſcribe in the moſt ſolemi manner 


c that they aſſent to the truth of every tittle' con- 
c tajin'd in the book of bomilies, and that they con- 
« {int to the te of them upon all the times that 


22 


& are mentinn d; p. 9. by which tis plain you 
either don't know how the caſe ſtands, and there- 
fore ought to have foreborn ſpeaking about it, 
or elſe you have wilfully miſrepreſented it. We 
are not oblig d to % the homilies at all, nor 
are any times ipecity'd, wherein we neceſſarily 
mult do it. *iis well known that in moſt of 


the Churches throughout the Kingdom, ws 1 


has hardly been a homily read in the memor 

of man: And as to what you alledge about our 
aſſent, 'That is another miſrepreſentation you are 
chargeable with. For we don't ſubſcribe the Hos 
milies themſelves, which would have afforded 


| ſome colour for what You pretend. The utmoſt 
that can be faid is, that in ſubſcribing the 39 


Articles, the 35th of which relates to the two 
Books of homilies, we teſtify our approbation in 
fome degree of thoſe Books; and how far that ap- 
probation ought to extend is plain from the ar- 
ticle which runs thus: © The ſecond Book. of ho- 


© milies doth contain a godly and whotſome doctrine, 


and neceſſary for theſe times; as doth the 


“ former Book,” c. Who now doth not ſee, that 
you have given a moſt unfair account of the mat- 
ter, and that there is an immenſe difference between 


the thing you aſſert, and what the Article ſays? 


Would any one ſcruple to ſay, or ſubſeribe, that Arch- 
hop Tillotſou's s Sermons, ( notwithſtanding He 
| lome- 
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14 0 Apology for 
ſometimes nodded, particularly about the eternity of 
hell- torments) are good and wholſome Sermons, 
ſound and fit for the uſe of families? And yet ac- . 
cording to your way of conſtruction, this cannot be 
truly ſaid, but the rever/e is true, viz. that they 
are not good or wholſome Sermons, not ſound or 
fit to be read in families, becauſe they contain a 
| few blemiſhes and imperfections, and every tittle _ 
of them cannot be ſaid to be ſtrictly juſt and ſound * }} 
1 Doctrine. What the real ground of this miſrepre- 
/ fentation was, I will not take upon me to deter- 
|} mine; but give me leave to fay in the words of 
5 Biſhop Hoadly , © that I cannot but think it the 
e moſt extreme malice or ignorance to ſpeak as ; 
jf this ſubſcription was always underſtood to ſigni- 
* fy an approbation of every particular ſentenee, 0 
“and every interpretation of ſcripture in the ho- _ b 
b 
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© milies, and by this means to bring a diſgrace upon 
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Lethe whole Body of miniſters in our church,” FF _ 

1 If we ſubſcrib'd the homie themſelves, this |, T 
* | would import an aſſent to every propoſition con- ti 
9 | tain'd in them ; but the utmoſt requir'd of us js, m 
to ſubſcribe cue ſingle propoſition relating to them, D 
Biz. that © they contain a godly and wholeſome be 
Doctrine neceſſary for theſe times, i. e. either ten 

the times when they were compil'd, or as I rather ” 
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uf Meaſures of Submiſſions p. 153. 5th. Edits 
* Expoſit. Art. 35. 
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? the Church of England, 15 


c“ js always convincing, or that every expreſſion is 
© ſo ſeverely worded, that it may not need a little 
& correction or explanation. All that we profeſs 
© about them, is only that they contain a godly and 
c wholſome Doctrine. This rather relates to the 


* main importance and defign of them, than to 


© every paſſage in them. Ihe like Interpretati- 
on is given us by Arch-Biſhop Laud. + © Tho 
< we ſubſcrib'd generally to the dottrine of the 
© homilies, as good; yet we did not expreſs or 
„ mean thereby, to juſtify and maintain every 
particular phraſe or ſentence contain'd in them. 
I could give you ſeveral other teſtimonies to the 
ſame purpoſe ; but they are needleſs, the very 
words of the article being ſufficiently clear and de- 
ciſive of the point. One thing however muſt not 
be paſs'd over. The interpretation here given has 
been adjudg'd to be right by the be/?, I may ſay, by 
competent authority. This appears by a book of 
Dr. Burgeſs againſt Dr. Ames, publiſh'd by a par- 
ticular order of King Charles the firſt, which you 
may conſult at large, or ſee what the late learned 
Dr. Bennet * has cited from it. Dr. Burgeſs had 
been under ſome ſcruples about ſubſcribing, but at- 
terwards, (/ay he), © 1 did freely ſubſcribe, after 
that his Majeſty * [by the means of Dr. Andrews 
then Biſhop of HMincheſter, who preſented it to him] 


“had ſeen the interpretations of things, which 1 


had conceiv'd and ſatisfy'd my ſelf in, and had 


e allow'd them; and after that my Lord's Grace 


of Canterbury that now is, had told me, that they 
& were not my ſenſes, but the very true meaning 
and ſenſe of the Church of Fuglaud, whatſoever 


F Hiſt. of his troubles and tryal, p. 312, 
Olrections for ſtudying, e. Pp. 147). 
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186 4 Apology for 


4 ſome men out of the riot of their wits had diſ. 
4 cours d. Theſe interpretations, adds he, I will + 
c ſubjoyn to this Diſcourſe, becauſe it may do | 


Is e ſome men good. Accordingly He does ſub- 
b join them, and in the concluſion affirms, 'Theſe 
HY. « interpretations King James accepted, and my 


& Lord's Grace of Canterbury affirm'd them to be 
© the true ſenſe and intention of the Church of © 
England. I ſhall take no notice how He con- 
ſtrued other Articles. His Interpretation of the ? 
35th runs in theſe words; © I undertake not to 
& approve of every phraſe orallegation of ſcripture; 

& as fitly apply'd to the mind of the holy Ghoſt, 
© but that dogmatically there is nothing deliver'd in 
& thoſe homilies, that I know to be contrary to the 
& Word of God, but that they may lawfully and 
& profitably be read to the people for their edifica- 
tion, when better means are wanting: And in 

& this ſenſe I ſubſcribe to thoſe books ald Now 
it is very conſiderable and of great weight, that the 
preciſe form in which we ſubſcribe the articles ix 
preſcrib'd by a Canon made in K. James the firſt s 
© © time, and ſet forth by his authority; and therefore 
N þ no interpretation of the proper ſenſe of his ſub- 
| ſcription can be more authentick, than that which 
we are ſo well aſſur'd had the approbation both of 
that King and the they Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury. 
Subſcription was enjoyn'd long before, as early as 
the year 1571, and the very form we now have, 
one or two lender alterations excepted, was drawn 
up by Arch-Biſhop Mitgift, and made ule of a little 
after; but *rwas never matter of ffrict obligation 
to ſubſcribe in this form, till the Canons were 
{er forth in K. James's time. The Wotds of the 
ffarute are, that we * © declare our aſſent, and 


* 13th of {Queen Elix, ch. 12, 5 | 
7 * ſubſcribe 


K $B 


— 


the Church of England. i 7 


F ſubſcribe to all the Articles of Religion, which 
e only concern the confeſſion of the true Chriſtian 
* faith, and the doctrine of the Sacraments, com- 

© priſed in a Book, entituled, Articles wherenpon it 
* was agreed,” 5c. Which does not come up to the 
tenour of the Canon. This is what the old Puri- 
tans complain'd of in thoſe days, as you may fee 
particularly in Mr. Fen er's Defence of the Godly 


Miniſters againſt Dean Bridges. [| © Neither, 


& ſays He, in expreſs words, nor any ſounding 
* that way; doth that Law require ſubſcription or 
& aſſent, further than to all the Articles of Reli- 
„ gion, which only concern the confeſſion of the 
true faith and the doctrine of the Sacraments, 
& comprisd in a Bock intitled, Articles, &c. 
And I remark this the rather, becauſe there are 
men of learning, who think the Statute has no 
relation to 7h7s Article in particular about the ho- 
milies, and that our obligation with reſpect there- 
to ariſes altogether from the injunction of K. 
James. | 7 n 


zah, The next complaint is, that the Clergy 
are oblig d to ſubſcribe to the 39 Articles, which, 
you ſay, © are compiled in a Calvinittical ſtrain, 
and are not true in any Arminian ſenſe whatever, 
p. 9. And again, in p. 13. you have theſe remar- 
kable words, Let any but the moſt rigid Calvin- 
© ifts /ub/cribe them thus, i. e. in what they eſteem a 
I ſcriptural ſenſe, if they can”. This is very con- 
fidently faid ; but give me leave. to, ſay, if you 
were well acquainted with theſe matters, you would, 
ndt have expreſs'd your ſelf in this unwarrantable 
manner. Read over our Articles again with ſeri- 
|| P. 8c. See alſo Reger on the 39 Articles, Preface. 
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18 _ An Apology for 


| | _onſneſs and attention, and ſee whether you could 
not ſubicribe them, without being of the opinion 
8 df Piſcator, that + © Reprobates have two evils 
F preordain'd them by God, to be puniſh'd ever- 
E laſtingly, and to be under a neceſſity of ſinning, 
| * and to fin for this very reaſon, that they may 
1 e be juſtly puniſn'd; - of * Zanchy, that © Repro- 
„ * bates are couſtrain d by the decree of God to fin, 
“ and to be miſerable; and ſo conflram'd by it, = © 
«that they cannot but fn And be miſerable; -- 2m 
and in general of all thoſe, who have ſpoke of 
* Gods + exciting, ſtirring up, inclining, and by a 
&* ſecret, ineffable inſtin&t moving men's hearts to 
& do evil. „ 
The doctrine of our Church has been often miſ- 
repreſented in the manner you have done it; which 
1 muſt have led a great many people to think the 
generality of our Divines to be the worſt of men, 
as ſubſcribing againſt their conſciences, and to what 
they utterly diſ- believe. To name but one; Mr. "2 Þ 
Pierce of Exeter affirms, the Articles of our church ” 
are as contrary to || Arminianiſm as to Popery. But 
what Articles does He mean? Not {ſurely the 39. 
How mad a deſign it muſt be to go about to re- 
concile them to Popery, appears from the ill ſuc- 
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Reprobi ad utrumque hoc malum a Deo præcisè de- 
Panati funt, ut in æternum puniantur, & neceffariò pec- 
cent, & quidem ideò peccent, quo juſte punirt pollint. 
Refponſcad Dupl, Forſt. Par: 1. p. 220, | 
* Damus feprobos neceſſitate peccandi, eoque & pere- 15 
undi ex hac Dei ordinatione conſtringi: atque ita con- 
ſtringi, ut nequeant non peccare & perire. L. 5. cap. 2. de Nat. 
Dei, p. 571. CES 1 | 
See a Sermon preach 4 at St. Mary's in Oxford, in the Year 
1642. by Richard Gardiner, Student of Chriſt- Church, p 9. 
Articuli Anglicani tam ab Arminianorum, quam Pon- 
tiſiciorum dogmatis [lege Dogmatibus] abhorrent. Vindicie 
Peu. p. 144. | | 


ceſs 


the Church of - Fngland, 19 
ceſs of the Jeſuit Franciſus 2 Sancta Clara in his 


attempt to do it; but that they are equally irrecon- 


cileable with the principles of Arminius, ſo far as 
they are eſpous'd by the generality of our Divines, 
has never that I know of been made out; and the 
contrary, I apprehend, will appear hereafter. He 
ſeems therefore rather to mean the Lambeth Articles, 
which by a great miſtake for ſo great a Man, He 
+ afterwards appeals to, in order to prove the 
Doctrine of our church to be Calviniſtical. Whe- 
ther theſe are as flatly oppoſite to Arminiauiſin, as 
the 39 are to Popery, need not be diſputed. ! will 
only ſay + Profeſſor Baro and the ingenious || 
Mr. Plaifere thought they were not, and therefore 


interpreted them in an Arminiau ſenſe. But be this 


as it will; The Lantbeth Articles are no part of the 
Doctrine of the Church ęf England, having never 
had any the leſt ſanction cher from the Parlia- 
ment or Convocation. They were drawn up by Pro- 
feſſor 1/hit:ker, and tho' they were afterwards ap- 
prov'd by Arch-biſhop #hztgifr, Biſhop Hecher, and 
fix or eight more of the inferior Clergy in a meeting 
they had at Lambeth ; yet this meeting was only in 
a private manner, and without any Authority fr om 
tne Queen 3 who was fo far from approving of 
their proceedings, that ſhe not only order'd the 
Articles to be ſuppreſs'd, but was reſolutely bent 


for ſome time to bring the Arch-biſhop and the 


reſt of his Aſſociates under a præmunire, for pre- 
ſuming to make them without any warrant or legal 


author it y. 


* See his Expoſirio paraphraftica, Art. Confeſſconis Anzlicæ , AC 
the end of his book, entitled, Deus, Rætura, Gratia; printed 
at Lyons in the year 1635. 


t Bid. p. 179. + Strype 's Append, p. 201. i Appells 


Jaageliam,. p. 9. Cambridge Fair, 
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20 : An Apology for 


& to be conſider d as an act of Parliament, which is 


| © in full force, til tis abrogated or explanid; ” p- 


8 and afterwards you add, ** they [the articles] 
0 


Li. s are robe conſider'd in the original ſenſe of the Com- 


* pilers, meaning ſuppoſe, the Jmpoſers, unleſs 
You think the ſenſe of Hoth was the ſame, which 


| N perhaps is true, and therefore, if you pleaſe, ſhall 
| pe agreed between us. Now I own my telf to be 


of Your opinion thus far: Nor can I conceive, 


put that every Miniſter is oblig'd to ſubicribe the 


Articles in that ſenſe, which He either knows or 
BD firmly believes the Impoſers intended they ſhould 
Lt: de ſubſcrib'd in. The Laws of Men are ta be in- 
EB: terpreted i in the ſame manner as the Laws of God; 


and if it be the height of wickedneſs and impiety 
to make the Letter of Scripture the Rule of our 
manners, in oppoſition to what we ſee and acknow- 
ledge to be the meaning of i-, can it be a thing 1 5 155 


nocent and juſtifiable before the God of truth, 


ex auimo too, beſore we can be qualify'd to hold 

2 Preferment or Miniſter in the Church :) when we 
are conſcious we cannot mike this ſubſcription, but 
in a tenſe contradictory to that, which the Legi- 
flators intended it ſhou!d be made in ? As we are 

to regard the 2vi// of God in all bis ordinances, 

and comply therewith as far as we know i it; 10 with 
1 to the ordinances of Men, if we know 


I 7 this pur poſe, it is well 3 „ Suarez; Circa in- 

tentionem ſeu. mentem legiſlatoris confiderindun eſt. ab 

ia potiſſimum pendere tam eee quam efficac iam 
| leg is, 
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Vou ſoy © he requirement of this / ubſctigeion; 7s 5 


ſublcribe the 39 Articles, (our law ful Br Hates ; 
having requir'd us to do it, and that willingly and - 


whar their will and meaning in them is, we muſt 
90 WT 1 1 > "kein we can do it "WR a 
. | „ late 


the Church of England. 21 11 
ſafe 8 And if the ſubject matter of the = y 
law, according to the known ſenſe of it, appear 1 
actively ſinful and unlawful, twill be infinitely for vi 1 
our credit and the repoſe of our conſciences, to deny 11 


our ſelves all the advantages annex'd to a compli- ai! 
ance with it, or even _— the penalties of recu- = 
ſancy, (if there be an ny ſuch : ) rather than prevziri- 
cate or be guilty of guile, in preterding to do 
the thing commanded, when we only comply with 
the Letter of the law, in con tradicꝭ ion to the known 
ſenſe and inteyied meaning ot tho.e who made it. 
Upon which account L have often wondred, how 
the Gentlemen in the Arian, or, if they pleate, 
Euſebian icheme, can make the dectarations ard 
{ubſcriptions they do, when there is all rhe reaton 
in the world to believe, the Impoſers intended them 
in a ſenſe diametrically oppoſite to their Hypo- 
theſis ; and not only 1o, but the Lirurgy and Arti- 
cles muſt be viole: tly tortur'd, before they can be 
brought to any thing like an agreement with it. 
So again, as to thoſe who think the Impoſers in- 
tended our ſubſcription ſhould be in a f Calumi- 
ftical Jenſe, 'ris amazing how they can ſubſcribe i in 
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legis, quia mens legiſlatoris eſt anima legis, unde ſicut in 
vivente ſubſtantia, & operatio vitæ ab anima max imè pen- 
det, ita in lege a mente legiſlatoris. Illa eſt ergo vera 
inter pretatio jegis, per quam mentem & voluntatem 
legiſlatoris aſſequimur, & 1deo quacunque ratione de mente 
legillatoris conſtare poſht, ſecundum iſlam maxim? erit 
lex interpretanda. Aud be cites ſeveral Maxims of the 
Lawyers on che Caſe. Non debet aliquis verba confiderare, 
urique nuda, ſed intentionem, & voluntatem, quia non 
debet intentio verbis delervire, ſed verba intentioni.—— 
Contra legem agit, qui per occaſionem verborum contra 
legis nititur voluntatem. De Legibus, Lib. 6. cap. I. See | 
alſo 136. 3. 2 20. ö 

+ The Cale of Cebſcript: on to the 39 Articles, occaſ;oned by Dy, 
WW iterland”s Caſe 9 7 Arizn Subſe ER b. 41. : 
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22 An Apology for 


Arminianiſm. This ſurely is not to enter fairly by 


— 


the door into the Church and Church- preferments, 
but to break it open or climb over it. Tis to act 
contrary to the law, and fruſtrate the intention of it, 
at the ſame time as they pretend obedience to it. 
Tis to covenant with the Church by way of quali- 
fication for Church- truſts, and to profeſs an hearty 
agreement with her in certain points, notwithſtand- 
ing their conſciences fly in their faces, remonſtra- 
ting that they believe quite the reverſe. What the 
conſequence of ſuch Principles taught and pa- 


troniz d by men of learning, will be, and where the 


growing evil will ſtop, no Body can tell; but cer- 
rain it is, if it ſhould become a general practice to 
deal with all other Laws, oaths, covenant; and en- 
gagements with the ſame colluſion, the whole world 
would ſoon become a Babel, if not an Aceldama. 
*Tis a ſaving of Cicero , nothing could be right- 


& no, nor in common, ordinary 


« ing and intention of Him that ſpeaks them. 


The like He ſays in * another place, expreſſing 


himſelf with ſome ſeveriry againſt ſuch as are + 


| guilty of this practice, and oblerving withal what 


T Deinle nuflam rem neque legibus, nequ? fcriptura 
ulla, denique ne in ſermone quidem quotidiano, atque 
imperiis domeſticis reckè poſſe adminiſtrari, fit unuſquiſ- 
que velit verba ſpe date, & non ad voluntatem ejus, qui 
verba habuerit, accedere D Tavern. L. 2. | | 


Orat, pro: A. Cœcina. 

Ft Annon cum voluntas, & conſilium, & ſententia inter- 
dicti intelligatur, impudentiam ſummam, aut ſtultitiam 
ſingularem purabimus in verborum errore verſari ? 


the 


$ 


ly manag'd by the Laws or any other writings, | 

1 and the 
c“ government of private families, if every one was 

* to mind only the words, and diſregard the mean- 


5 


the Church of England. 23 
the uſe and deſign of ſpeech is; + © If our inten- 
tions could be underſtood without ſpeaking, we 
* ſhould never ſpeak at all: But becauſe they can- 
not, therefore words are invented, not to defeat 
our intentions, but to diſcover and make them 
* known ;” and from thence He argues, that 
« the intention is what we are principally to re- 
gard. To this purpoſe is that excellent paſſage in 
1 Livy, where He lets forth the virtue of the Romans 
in former ages, above what it was in is own time; 
* They did not diſregard the Gods as this Gene- 
ration does, nor did they conſtrue oaths and laws 
in ſuch a manner as would beſt ſerve their /4rrs ; 
but conſtruing them fairly took care to ſquare 
4 their lives and manners accordingly. * 
The ſubſcriptions theretgpe of theſe Gentlemen I 
I will not undertake to vindicate, but mult leave 
them to acquit themſelves before God and the 
world as well as they can. As to others, who 
would make it a matter of conſcience, not to run 
counter to the intention of the Impoſers, but after 
a competent examination ſee no reaſon to think the 
Articles are Caluiniſtical, or were intended to be | 
ſubſcrib'd in that ſenſe preciſely and no other, They 3 
may be of the principles of Arminius, and yet ſub- N 
ſcribe without any imputation of fraud and col- 
luſion. | 5 | 


+ Que res igitur valuit ? Voluntas. Quz ft tacitis 
nobis intelligi poſſet, verbis omnino non uteremur; quia 
non poteſt : verba reperta ſunt, non quæ impedirent, fed | | 
quæ indicarent voluntatem. 76/4. ; 
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Nondum hec, que nunc tenet ſæculum, negligentia 

Denim venerat : nec interpretando ſibi quiſque jusjuran- 

dum & leges aptas faciebar, ſed ſuos potius mores ad ea 
"FF accommedtabat. 46. 3. . 8 | 
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24 A Apolog) for _ + 
I know it has been often ſuggeſted that our Res. 
formers were all in Caluin's ſentiments, and Biſhop Þ}F 
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fore tis repreſented as paſt all reaſonable doubt that 


the Articles were intended to be ſubſcrib'd in the 
ſame ſenſe ; But I dont ſee, that this way of rea- 
ſoning ſtrictly concludes, or that there is any cer- 
tainty at all in it. Suppoſe every one of the Com- 
pilers were Calviniſtical, does it neceſſarily and un- 


avoidably follow that the Aiticles are /o, and that 
the ſubicription was defign'd to be /o too? I think 


not. This I know, I am my ſelf an Ami-Cal- 
vinian, and yet were I to compile Articles for the 
Church, I would abhor the thoughts of forming 


them fo fully according to my own Scheme of think- 


ing, or of deſcending. ſo minutely into all the parrztu- 
lar Branches of it, that none but Arminians ſhould ' 
be able to fubſcribe; or that the Church ſhould loſe 
the credit and ſervice of ſuch valuable men as the 
Abbots, Davenant, Uſher, and other Calviniſts un- 


doubtedly were. Even ſome of the * Popes them= 


ſelves have not been wanting in moderation with 
reſpect to the Predeſtinarian Controverly ; and with 
all the infallibility they were poſſeſs'd of; would 
not paſs a definitive ſentence concerning the nice 
and intricate queſtions debated in it: And notwith- 
ſtanding there are three other opinions about pre- 

deſtination, beſide the Arminian, and as widely dif- 


ferent from each other, as they are from that; yet 
by the confeſſion of Capellus, a noted Zealot againſt 
Arminiauiſin, no Council or Synod ever deter min'd 


vhich of them was the true owe; but Divines have 


I Expoſe Art. 1). p 151. 8 
de Exarnen Thel. cli, inter opera FpJcopt, P. 196. 
bid. 8 „ 
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they thought the moſt reaſonable. 


„ tify my 


ibe Churth of Etipland, 25 


been always left at liberty to diſpute theſe points, 
and to ſtand up in defence of that opinion which 
And ſince our 


Reformers were men of temper and moderation, 


it ſeems but juſtice, I am ſure *tis but reaſonable 
to think they intended tuch a Jatirude as I contend 


for, ſo that both Parties, the followers of Arminius 


as well as of Calvin might ſubſcribe. 
Bur You'll fay, this would make the article quite 


uſeleſs and of no fignificancy, and therefore could 
not be intended. —— I beg leave to diſſent and 


and think otherwile, Suppoſe the article about 
Predeſtination to leave the diſpute between the 
two Parties undetermind, and to be deciſive neither 
way, yet would it be of uſe to ſhew out Church's 
diſapprobation' of the. hereſy of Pelagius, that © a 


& free Creature, as Man is, needs no aſſiſtance 8 
60 God, and merits the affltanes he has; 
of the opinion father'd upon Origen, that © all 


“ Mankind, the moſt wicked, and even the Devils 
“e too, will At laſt be receiv d' into mercy ; ' —— 
of the errour. of Socinus, that © God does not 
& foreſee how Men will act; —— and to 
name but one Inſtance more, 1 the ill uſe the 


Goſpellers made of Predeſtination; which Biſhop 


Latimer gives this remarkable account of 3; F 
© Some. vain Fellows ſecking carnal liberty, when 


| & they read theſe words, many are call'd but few 


& choſen, make their reckoning thus; Need I mor- 
body with abſtaining from all fin 


% and wickedneſs? 


„ 


* the number of the choſen, I cannot be damn'd : 
“ But if I be accounted among the condemn'd 


*F Sermon on Sept uageſ Sunday, P- 326. See alſo Biſhop 
Hoop. 15 P reface to his Le 0 of the ten Commandments. f 
5 | 6 num. 
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I perceive God hath choſen 
„ ſome, and ſome are rejected. Now if I be in 
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t number, then I cannot be fav d. For God's 
& Judgments are immutable. Such fooliſh and 
© wicked reaſons ſome: have, which brings them 


— ——— Ogg 


&i| 
| 
[| 
. 
& either to deſperation, or elſe to carnal liberty. 
[ Therefore it is needful to beware of ſuch reaſons 
1 ce or expoſitions of the Scripture, as it is to beware 
| q * of the Devil himſelf. * V 
Wo Heſide, this is arguing againſt matter of fact. 
[| There are ſeveral opinions about Chriſt's deſcent 
I into hell; yet the third article does not determine 
I ſpecially which is the right. And with reſpect 
WS. | to the point we are upon. Suppoſing the Articles 
=: to be form'd on Calwin's principles, Do they decide 
| between his rigid and moderate Followers? I re- 
"WB member what you ſay in p. 13; but That, I ſup- 
1 poſe, may now pals for a flip of you pen. Cer- 
IE tain it is, both Parties have agreed to ſubſcribe, 
1 without blaming one another for ſo doing: And 
5 if the ſuppoſition of their being in medio between 
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moderate and rigid Calviniſm does not make them 
uſeleſs and inſignificant, will they be made 
ſo, by ſuppoſing them to be in medio between 
moderate Calviniſm and the moderate Armi- 
nianiſm which our Divines generally hold? The 
two former differ more from one another, and upon 
infinitely weightier matters, than the two latter do, 
and if the Articles are thought not to decide in 
one caſe, we have at leaſt equal reaſon to think they 
dont in the other. . „ | 
But what if there was not ſo entire an harmony 
among the Compilers or Inpoſers, as was before ſup- 
pos d? what if /evera} of them were Anti- calvi- 
nian s This will incline the ballance ſtill more in 
our favour, and enlarge the probability of the 
Articles being drawn . in a moderate indefinite 


— 


e. 
REED 


SOR 


dim Exp. Arts 3, Pearſon on the Creed, p. 226. 
ways ' 


the Church of England, | 27 


way. Mr. pierce fays, that * © before the Synod of 
Dort the Calviniau tenets were with the utmoſs 

* harmony defended by all our Divines, excepting 
cc a few $r.avj cenſurd notatos, vel ſamd bond deſti> 
* ?utos, as He was pleas'd to call them: But 


that is more than either himſelf or any one elle 


was ever able to prove. The Diyines who fled for. 
refuge in Queen Mary's reign ta Geneva, Zurich 
and other p aces beyond Sea, (where by conceiving 

a great N for Calvin they were mightily 
chang'd in their ſentiments and way of thinking.) 
began to propagate his notions ſoon after their re: 
turn in the next reign. And this ſeems to have 


been the prime occaſion of Ca/winiſm taking any 
conſiderable root in this Kingdom. In K. Edward's. 


time it doth not appear to have prevaild, except 


among a few Goſpellers; and how they were re- 


flected on by Wk and Hooper. has been 
already oblerv'd. 

in 1552, I dont find that any deference was paid 
to Calvins Judgment or Authority. Inſtead of 
that, the aſſiſtance he offer'd, was, to his no little 
grief and diſſatis faction, refus d. Next to the 
| Scriptures and the Doctrine of the primitive 
Church, the Compilers + had an eye to the Augu- 
ftau confeſſi ion, as appears from the identity of many 
of the articles, --- to the. writings of Melau7hon, 
whoſe aſſiſtance they defir'd, and whom K. Edward 
invited over hither, --- the works of Eraſmus, — 
and the neceſſary doctriue and erudition for any Chri- 
ſtian-man. This laſt book was publiſd d by K. 
Henry's authority in 1543; and becauſe it then had 
che approbation of + moſt of thoſe who compil'd the 


* Vindiciz, &c. p. 16c 
1 Heylin's HiPh 8 P.: U 8. Plaiferes ppl. Evang. p. 16. 
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us again. | | 
The article of free-70i/7 is not only expreſs a- 


In Apology for 


articles 9 years afterwards, it will be of conſequence _ 
to ſee how it ſtands affected towards Calvini/m. 

It teaches the Cardinal point of univerſal Redemp- 
tion in ſeveral places; * that Chriſt hath done 
sand fulfylled for all mankinde the very offyce 
c bothe of a prieſt, and of a kynge, and lorde ; *? 
and f?“ ſuffer'd his glorious paſſion for the re- 
& demption and {ſalvation of all mankinde. But 
the moſt remarkable paſſage of all is in the article 
of juſtification ; Although our Saviour Chriſt _ 
& hath offered himſelfe upon the croſſe, a ſufficient. 

cc redemption and iatisfaction for the Sinnes of al 
& the world, and hath made hym ſelfe an open 
* way and entre unto God the father for al man- 
& Kinde, onely by his worthy merite and deſer- 
& vinge, and willing al men to be ſaved, callerh 
© upon a! the worlde, without reſpecte of perſons 
© to come and be partakers of the ryghtuoufneſſe, 
& peace, and glory, whiche is in him: yet for al 
& this benignitie and grace, ſhewed univerſally to 
& the hole world, none ſhal have the effect of this 
cc benefit of our Saviour Chriſt, and enjoy everlaſting 
& ſalvation by him, but they that take fuche wayes 
& to atteyne the arc, as he hath taught and ap- 
de pointed by his holy word. The ſame article 
aſſerts, that © although we be ones juſtified, yet 
& we may fail there from; — And albeit the 


c houſe of our conſcience be ones made cleane, and 


ce the foule Spirite be expelled from us, - yet he 
& may returne with teven worie Spirits and poſſeſſe 


gainſt Calvins doctrine of irreſiſtible grace, but 
ſtrikes directly at the whole of his ſcheme in two 


4.24 Articls.. f zd Article. 


paſ- 


> 
| 
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paſſages worth tranſcribing. ©* After we have 11 
& perievered to the end, to be crowned with glory | 
© therefore, is the gift and mercy of God, who of 
& his bountifull goodneſs ' hath ordeyned that re- 
warde to be gyven after this ly fe, accordynge to 
& {uche good workes as be done in this J) fe by his 
grace. Again, © God is naturally good and 
& wylleth al men to be ſaved, and careth for them, 
& and provydeth al things, by whiche they may be 
« ſaved; except by their owne malice they wol be 
“ evyl, and ſo by ryghtuous judgment of God, 
© peryſhe andbe loſte. For truely men be to theym 
& {elves the autours of ſynne and damnation. God 
is neither autour of ſynne, nor the cauſe of 

% Damnation. 

Such was the opinion of our Biſhops and Clergy 
at the dawning of the Reformation in K. Henry's 
time; and that there is no certain evidence of their | 
having chang'd it, as to theſe matters, in the next | 
reign, I will now eyince. 'The zenth article as*twas | 1 

dran up in the year 1552, was ſtrongly in favour of | 
free-will, againſt the Calvinian doctrine of our being 
determin'd irreſiſtibly by God either to good or evil. EG 
The zoth article aſſerts that “the offering of {Tk 
“ Chriſt once made is a perfect redemption, pro- "(I 
« pitiation and ſatisſaction for all the ſins of the 2: 
& <whole world.” The Catechiſm alſo, the Communi- 
an ſervice, and other parts of the Lityrgy drawn vp 
and authoriz'd in this King's reign, do all teach the 
ſame thing; And this one point concerning the 
uniwerſality of Chriſt's Redemption ſtrikes directly 
at the root of the Calvinian ſyſtem, and as Dr. 
Hhitby exprefles it, F © draws all the reſt after it, 
© on which fide ſoever the truth lies. is 
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If we look into the private writings of our moſt _ 
eminent Reformers, we ſhall find them ſpeaking 
in the ſame ſtrain. Arch-Biſhop Cranmer teaches 
that Chriſt * © made a ſacrifice and oblation of 
ce his body upon the Croſs, which was a full re- 
< demption, ſatisfaction, and propitiation for the 
ge ſins of the ahbe world. Ta which agree the 
words of Biſhop Latimer. + © Chriſt ſhed as much 
ce blood for Judas as he did for Peter. Peter be- 
ce liey'd it, and therefore he was fav'd. Judas 
ec would not beleeve; and therefore he was con- 
& demn'd, the fault being in him only, and in no 
ce body elſe.” Azrain, + © Chriſt's Salvation is 
. {ofcient to ſatisfie for all the world, as concern- 
ing itſelf ; but as concerning us, he faved no more 
ce then ſuch as put their truſt in him: And asman 
<<, as beleeve in him ſhall be ſaved, the other ſhall 


- Li La, Oh 


4 be caſt out as Infidels into everlaſting damnation 


* not for lacke of ſalvation, but for infidelity and 
& lacke of faith, which is the onely cauſe of their 
6% damnation.” - Biſhop Hooper allo is plain and 
home the {ame purpole. || © Cain was no more ex- 
{© cluded from the promiſe of Criſi, till he ex- 


1 * cluded himſelf, than Abel; Saul, than David ; 3 


udas, than Peter; Eſau, than Jacob. * By 

64 od s grace we might do the good, and leave the 
& evil ;-- the which excuſeth the mercy and good- 
c neſs of God, and maketh that no man ſhall be 
= excusd i in the latter Judgment, how N 0. 


* Preface inf Gardiner, 

t Serm. 21. Sund. after Trinity. p. 208. 
 r. Sund. after Epiph. p. 297. 

Pre f. to Expoſ. 

* Ch. of Ignorance. 


& evei 


"thy Grd of maj 


te ever they now excuſe the matter, and put their 
© evil doings from them, and lay it upon the Prede- 
* ſtination of God : -- Or ſay they cannot be good, 
3 © becauſe they are otherwiſe deſtin d“ And a- 
| gain * © Tt is not a Chriſtian man's part to ſay, * 
e that God hath written fatal laws, and with ne- 
“e ceſſity of deſtiny, violently pulleth one man by 
the hair into heaven; and thruſteth another 
& headlong into hell.” | 
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- Such was the doctrine of the firſt Promoters of, 1 
| and blefſed Martyrs for the Reformation: And "tis 1 
more natural to conclude from hence, that our Ar- F 
i ticles in the firſt conſtruction of them were againſt, | | 
than that they were for Caluin; and if fo, twill i i} 
be a painful exerciſe for the beſt Genius to ſhew 1 
how they have ſince turn'd Calviniſtical. This Fl 
1; however is not what I contend about. I am con- 1 
- tent they ſhould lie in medio, and be determinate 1 
neither way. Let us now look into Queen Eliza- | i 
 beth's reign. Oo . gi 
| | . En” | id {i 
In the year 1562. the Articles were revis d, and 11 
again in 1571, but no material alterations were made 4310 
as to theſe points. In the year laſt mention'd; 
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ſubſcription was firſt requir d by law; And about | 
the ſame time Dr Baroc, a zealous Auti-Calviiian, ; ö 
being made Margaret-Profeſſor in Cambridge, He 4 
went on teaching in his Lectures, preaching in his 
Sermons, determining in the Schools, and printing - 1 
in ſeveral Books, diverſe points contrary to Calvi- ＋ j 
niſm. And this he did for ſeveral years, without N 
4 


any manner of diſturbance or interruption. ' The 
Heads of the Univerſity in a Letter to the Lord 
Burleigh, which may be found m + Heylin, dated 
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fully againſt Calviniſm. 
& ſays 'be, in the world, that ſpeaks little better 


„ of our gracious God than this, — that God 
& ſhould deſign many thouſands of Souls to hell be- 


that Scheme. 


32 An Apology for 


March 8, 159 5, ſay, He did it for 14 or 15 years, 


and they might have ſaid 20. For He printed 
ſome of his Lectures in 1 574, and the proſecution 


he was at laſt under, which 1 ſhall conſider hereafter, 


was not till 1595. 


In 1584. Mr. Harſuct, afterwards Arch-Biſhop of 


Pork, preach'd againſt abſolute Reprobation at St. 
Pars Crols, the greateſt Audience then in the 
Kingdom ; as did the judicious Mr. Hooker at the 


Temple in the year following. 
* © There is a conceit, 


“ fore they were, not in eye to their faults, but to 
& his own abſolute will and Power, and to get him 

& glory in their damnation.” And afterwards He 
concludes, 


ce ſoul, and offereth grace æectually to fave every 
cc one, and that the neglect and contempt of this 


« Grace is the cauſe, why every one dothnot come 
to heaven, and not any privative Decree, Coun- 


& cil, or Determination of God.“ 
In the year 1594, Mr. Barret preach'd at St. 
Mary's in Cambridge againſt Calviniſm, with very 
ſmart reflections upon Calvin himſelf, Beza, Zanchy, 
and ſeveral others of the moſt noted writers in 
In the fame year Dr. Baroe preach'd 
at the {ame place to the ſame purpoſe. By this 
time Calviniſin had gain'd confiderable ground, be- 
ing much promoted by the learned Whitaker "and 
Mr. Perkins. And ſeveral of the Heads of the 
Univerſity being in that Scheme, they complain'd 
of the two Sermons above-mention 'd to the Lord 
* See Hiyliug's 2 Qu. qu. Arte FI. ch. 8. „ 
8 | Burleigh 


Harſnet's Sermon is 


e that God fent his ſon to fave every 


* 


1 Burleigh their Chancellour. The Headsendeav6ur'd 


„ . | _ * 
the Church of England. 31 
e 8 
to bring Barret to Retractation, which whether 
he ever fiibmitted to according to the form they 
drew up, may reaſonably. be doubted. At length 
the matter was laid before Arch-Biſhop -Whitgift; 
who was offended at their prodeedings, and writes to 
the Lord gurleigb, that ſome df the points, which the 
| Heads had enjoin'd Barret to retract, were ſuch ds 
the moſt learned Proteſtants, then living, varied in 
| low ara upon; and that the mf? ancient and beſt 
Divines in the Land were in the cheiſhß Points in 
opinion againſt the Heads and their Ræſclntious. 
Another ae He ſent to the Heads thernſelves; 
telling them that they had enjoin'd Barret to affirm f 
that which was contrary, to the doctrine holden 
& and expreſsd by many iound and learned Divines 
© in the Church of England, and in other Churches 
. likewiſe Men of beſt account ; and- that which 
for his own part He thought to be falſe and con- 
& trary to theScriprures ; for theScriptures are plainz 
& that God by his ab/o/ute will did not hate and 
©. reject any man: There might be impiety in be- 
<« lieving the one, there could be nonie in believing 
< the other; neither. was it contrary to any article 
* of religion ęſtabliſbd by authority in this Church 
of England, but rather agreeable thereto.” . _ 
This reftimony of the ,rch-Bijhop is very re- 
markable; and tho' he afterwards countenanc'd the 
Lambeth articles, That is of little or no weight in the 
caſe. , The Queſtion.is not about any man's private 
opinion, but about the Doctrine of the Church; 
and ſuppoſing the Arch-Biſhop to be a Calvi- 
nift, as He ſeems to have been ar laſt in ſome 


* See Strype's Life of Whitgift. p. 440. | 
F Ibid. Þ» 440. - . 
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points, this only adds the greater weight to his teſti⸗ 
mony, that our Church has no where declar'd in 


favour of that Scheme. The Arch-Biſhop de- 


ſcended to the Particulars charg'd againſt, Barret; 


asking the Heads what Article of the Church was 


contradicted by this or that notion of his And 
Vhitaker in his reply, does not appeal to one of 


the Articles, as againſt Barret, but forms his plea 


upon the Pockrine which then generally obrain'd 
in P ulpits. His words a « We are fully 


& perſuaded that Mr. Barret hath taught untruth; 


& if not againſt the Articles, yet againft the reli- 
& gion of our Church, PORE receiv'd ; and al- 


& Ctures. And even this pretenſe-of his (weak as 
it would have been, tho true ,) is utterly falſe, 
directly contrary, not only to what I have prov 'd; 
but alto to what the Arch-biſhop affirm'd, and 


that too, as muſt be ſuppos d, upon his n þ 


Knowledge. 


As to Dr. Baroe; He met with many Friends, 


who eſpous d his cauſe. Mr. S$rype particularly 7 
mentions four, Mr. Overal, Dr. Clayton, Mr. 


Harſuet, Dr. Aidrews, all of them great and 
learned Men, Men of renown, and famous in their 


generation. How many more there were, no 
body can tell. - The Heads in their Letter to 
the Lord Burleigb dont pretend that the preach-_ 
ing againſt Calviniſm gave a general offence, but 


that it offended many, which implies that there were 


many others on the oppoſite ſide, and they ex- 
preſly ſay there were diverſe in the Anti-Calvinian 


* See Mr. Strype's Appendix. p. 199 
T Life of Whitgift. p. 471. 5 p . : 
| chem 7 
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ajeſty s reign, and mains 
<&. tain'd in all Sermons, Diſputations, and Le- 
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1 8 1 they repreſent as maintaining it wi 
with great boldneſs. But what put a Stop to this 19:7 
- Proſecution againſt Baroe, was, a Reprimand from = 
their Chancellour, the Lord Burleigh, who wrote 1 
to the Heads, that f as good and as ancient were Aj 
of another Judgment, and that they might pu- 
niſh him, but twould be for Well doing. 

If you 1 would look farther into this matter, and 
ſee how ir ſtood in the Reign of K. James and 
K Charles, you may conſꝭt Plaifere's ippello 

Evangelium, Heylin s Hiſtoria Wuingu- Articularis, 
( and Dr. Waterland's Supplement to the Cate of 
Arian Subſcription. 1 have carried the account 
low enough for my purpoſe ; ; and, I think, I may if 
juſtly conclude thus much at leaft, that the molt 8 
eminent men of our Church in and about theſe _ — 
times were not ſo aniverſally and andonbtedly in SE! 
Calvin's Scheme, as that we are oblig'd by that 1 
conſideration alone, and abſtracting from the na- 
tural import and meaning of the Articles them- 
ſelves, to think they were drawn up originally 
upon a Cal viniſtical plan, or afterwards intended by 
the Impoſers to, be ſubicrib'd | in a Calviniſtical ſenſe. 
If this be granted me, as tis plain it muſt, I ask 
no more, being willing that the cauſe ſhould reſt 
_ wholly on the Articles themſelves, according to the 
plain ſenſe and meaning of the words, and that they 
| ſhould determine between us, whether none but 
Calvinian Subſcriptions are honeſt and upright. 

To bring this matter to a fair deciſion, I will lay 
down in a few Particulars, what the Arminians ge- 
nerally hold: Upon a view of which 'twill eafily 
Pear, that r no one e in al the Doctrines 
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of our Church concerning OE is contra. 


e by them. LE 


| 17 'þ, They lion, that God foreſeeing bello | 
all worlds, that Adam would fall, and how woes 


ſelf and all his Deſcendants, without a Remedy, 


N the conſequences of that fall wauld be to him» 
1 pre- ordain 'd the bleſſed Feſus to be in the fulneis 


pf time our Saviour and: Interceſſor, to die a Sa+ 
crifice for Sin, and reinſtate 1 us in a 7 of 5 


* 


adh, T hat Chriſt did not die 95 " fiel num- 
ber of Men, excluſively of the reſt, but for all in 
general; inſomuch that there is no antecedem ne- 


being nk Ge” 1 1 


ceſſity - lying _ any one to be miſerable, no 


impoſſibility o his ſecuring a ſaving intereſt in 
Chriſt : And if Judas, Demas, &c. have no ſuch 
intereſt in him, tis not owing to any abſoute, ir- 
reſp-ftive purpoſe in Cod or Chriſt ;" bur the blame 


27 Ny At their own doors. Eh ky 


3dh, That Gad bes decreed to ſave in "ang 
thro Chriſt all that repent and believe; but to 
de the impenitent, and thoſe that disbelieve 


the Goſpel, from the ſaving benefits of Chriſt's 


Death, leaving them to * fer what their ſins de- 


ſerve... . 5 5 | Ss „ oy «$ 


a, That as God decreed from eternity, that 
his Son ſhould die for 2, and all that believe and 
repent, ſhould have an intereſt i in his death; ſo he 
decreed e to * * vouchlate ſuch mcans as are ſuffix 

cient 


+ Tertium Dei decretum eſt, 1 decrevit media ad 
eee & Wen I Nec: Jaria, Jufficienter & efficaciter 
| | agen; 
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cient and in reaſon neceſlary to beger faith and re- 


pentance. 
7 pe = *© 


5ly, That God decreed all this || freely and ac- 
cording to the eternal purpoie of his own mind, in- 
fluenc'd hy nothing forcieen in + man, that could 
deſerve 1uch favour, but making his own glory 
his end and ultimate aiin in this whole ſcheme of 
our redemption, A 


adminiſtrare; Hanc adminiſtrationem inſtitui juxta ſapi- 
entiam Dei, qui ſcit, quid miſericordiam & ſeveritatem 
ſuam deceat, itemque juxta juſtitiam ejus, per quam 
| ee. eſt, ſapientiæ ſuæ præſcriptum ſequi atque exe gu- 
tion: mandate. Declaratio ſententiæ Arminii, p. 96. 

Faſſus fum eſſe aliquod Dei decrerum, iecundum quod 
ſtatuit media ad fidem & ſalutem adminiſtrare, prout novit 
ſuam juſtitiam, & miſericordiam, & ſeveritatem decere. 
R. ſponſ. Armin. ad 31 Articulos, p. III. See alſo Diſputar. 
pub 15.p :27. Diſputat. privat. Theſ. 41. p. 309. Declaratid 

Sententie, p. 96. Limborch. p. 364. c | | 
| || Pradeſtinatio eſt decretum beneplaciti Dei in Chriſto, 

uo apud ſe ab ererno ſtàtuit fideles, quos fide donare 
þ pin juſtificare, adoptare, & vita æterna donare, ad 
laudem glorioſz gratiæ ſuæ. Arminii Diſp pub. 16. p. 227. 


| Seeallo Diſp.priv, Theſe 40- p. Job» Note ad Junii Theſes 


 , meriti, &c. Limborch. 313. 


p- 480. Examen prædeſt. Perkinſian, P. 512. 

Cauſa impulſiva hujus decreti, reſpectu eleQionis, 
extra Deum nulla eſt, ſed merum Dei beneplacirum; 
Quod ex variis liquet. 1. Quod Deus hominibus decre- 
verit dare ſalutem. Nulli enim erat debiter. 2. Quod 
eam decreverit dare Peccatoribus, qui contrarium erant 
Cum evangelium fit pure pute gratioſum, etiam hee 
prædeſtinatio gratioſa eſt juxta benevolum affectum Dei in 
Chriſto. Gratia autem illa excludit omnem cauſam que 
ab homine excogitare poteſt potuiſſe proficiſci, quà Deus 
moveatur ad decretum iſtud faciendum. Diſp. priv. Thef. 
40. p. 308. See allo Dip. pubs 15, p. 227. Note ad Jun. 
p 481. Examen Perk- p. 516. | = 

* Finis prædeſtinationis eft Jaus glorioſe gratiæ Dei. 
Diſp. pub. 15. p. 228. See allo Declar..Seyren. p. 96. Him- 
oerl. P. 314. . | | | 5 
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6ly, That God foreſeeing before the world was 
made, that ſuch and ſuch “ particular Perſons 
would repent, believe, and obey the Goſpel, He 
choſe and elected them in Chriſt out of the reſt of 
mankind, conſtantly and firmly decreeing by his Coun- 


fel ſecret to us, to deliver them from curſe and damna- 
tion, and to bring them by Chriſt to Salvation, as Veſ- 


ſels made to bonour. 


iy, That analogous to this decree of election or 
predeſtination to life, there is another decree of 
reprobation ; by which all thoſe, whom God fore- 
faw that they would abuſe his grace, and live and 
die in treſpaſſes and fins, are doom'd to miſery. 


* inc ſequi quartum decretum, quo decrevit ſingu/ares 
dc cerias quaſdam Perſonas ſalvare & damnare. Arque hoc 
decretum præſcientiæ Dei innititur, qua ab æterno ſcivit, 
quinam juxta ejuſcemodi adminiſtrationem mediorum ad 
converſionem & fidem idoneorum, ex præveniente ipſius 


grati credituri erant, & ex ſubſequente grati} perſevera · 


tur i. Declarat. Sentent. Armin. p. 96. 
Deus neminem ad vitam æternam amat, niſi in Chriſto, 
qui illam paravit ſuo ſanguine iis, qui in nomen ipſius 
crediruri ſunt. Ex quo ſequi videtur, quod, quum nemo in 
Chriſto conſideretur à Deo, niſi illi fir inſitus per fide 
fidelium propria fit electio, & illi certi homine; ſint fideles. 
Examen Perk. p. 512. See alſe p. 542: „ 
Qui fidem eligit tanquam conditionem ab hominibus, 
ſi ad vitam eligi velint, præſtandam; ille revera homines 
ſub conditione fidei eligit, & in decreto ſuo directè 
perſonas reſpicit. Itaque hæc duo divellenda non ſunt, 
perſona, ejuique qualitas, ſed conjungenda. Limborch, 
. i | | f 
F Ree dici poteſt, virtute hujus generalis Decreti quem» 
vis fidelem in particuluri ad vitam æternam electum ac 
prædeſtinatum efſe, & quidem ante juxta mundi funda- 
menta. bid. 5 j i ce 


k Arm. Dijp. R. I5, p. 228. | 
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3% That as thoſe, who wet ppb cb 
bleflen before all worlds will infallibiy prove wicked " 13 


: here, and be miſerable hereafter; ſo * all and 15 
every one of the elect will be call d according to God's 1 
Purpoſe by bis Spirit working in due ſeaſon. They {| | 
thro grace will obey the calling: They will walk re- 1 


xgiouſiy in good works, and at longed 33 God's mercy 
1 arrain to everlaſting felicity | 


Lai, that theſe Decrees no ways infrings the 
freedom "Is Men's minds, but rather eſtabliſh it, be- 
ing founded on the Divine preſcience bow every one 
will uſe his freedom: So that, tho it was infallibly 
true from eternity, ({uppoſing God to have fore- 
known it,) that Judas Gould die in ſin, and conſe- 
quently be milerable, yet there was no coercive 
power in the caſe, no phyſical neceſſity lying upon 

* him to ſin; but He was free and at liberty to act 

== . otherwiſe. In like manner with reſpe& to the | 

elect. Tho' it be true, that they will fnally per- | 
ſevere in faith and good works, yet they are not 


t 
reelle 8 


\ 
* FFP Ae * gh 


335 Quod fides vera & ſalutifera totalitet vel PO” 
excidat, non facile autem dicere. Examen Pradeft Perks 


P- 595. 


There is no queſtion, . whether the elect do finally per- 
ſevere in faith and Ho For whoſoever perſe- 
vereth not, by that ſelf-fame non- perſeverance he is 
declar d to be none of the number of the elect; Election 
pre-ſuppoſing an infallible foreknowledge of final perſe- 
verance. Plaifere's Appello Evang. p. 124. Edit. Cantab. 


As to the Elec, if that be ſtrictly underſtood, it is A 
contradiQtion to ſay, they ſhall fnaly periſh Waterland's 
$pplemens to the Caſe of Arian aa ies, p. 53. 
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minum ratam eſſe ac 


„ ome 


„„ 


by ſuch an influence from above, as they have no 


phyſical power to reſiſt, or as makes their non-perſe. 


werance a thing impoſſible, and a contradiction. 


T bis is the Doctrine of Arminius and his fol- 
lowers, with reſpect to Predeſtination. I lay no- 
thing about original Sin, not knowing that any, 
number of our Divines run the length of the 
Armmians as to that point, or contradict what our 


Church teaches about it. Tis now incumbent on 


you to ſnew, that the Articles claſh with {ome one 
or more of theſe: Particulars, and expreſly favour. 


Calviniſm of any kind, even that which is mode- 
rate, in oppoſition to them. And take notice you 


have but two Points to go upon, vis. either that 


our Church plainly teaches the Decrees of God to 


be irreſpectiue, or that it denies the aniwerſality 
of Chriſt's redemption. The former of which can 
never be prov'd to be true: And as to the latter, 
upon which the other intirely depends, there is ten 
times more evidence againſt, than there is for it. 


Duo iſta non pugnant, ſalutem & damnationem ha- 
xam ſecundum preſcientiam 
Divinam, & tamen unicuique hominum ſalvam eſſe 


libertatem, vel virtute vel vitio ſuo, ſalutem conſequendi, 


vel in exitium incidendi. Limborch. p. 314. 


Si quis dicat fideles, utpote electos, deficere à ſalute 
finaliter non poſſe, quia Deus decreverit eos ſalvare; 
reſpondeo, Decretum de ſalvando non tollère poſſibilitatem 


damnandi, ſed damnationem ipſam. Salvari enim aQu, 
& poſſe non ſalvari contraria non ſunt, fed conſentanea. 
Addo igitur, me inter iſta duo huc uſque ita diſcrimi- 


naſſe, ut addita explicatione aliquando dixerim quidem, 


fideles poſſe à ſide & lalute finaliter deficere: at nunquam 
dixiſſe fideles 2 fide & ſalute finaliter deficere. Arm. Reſp. 


ad 31 Art. p. 109. | 
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J ſay, theſe two are the only Points you have ta: 
= o upon; becauſe Arminius, upon the foot of c 
. God's preſcience held the infallible efficacy of divine 
grace, and the final, perſeverance of the elect, as 
3 clearly as the Calvini/ts do upon the foot of a 
; 5 Decree. 20 1 5 Y Ee „ 1 23 
E I will only obſerve farther, that the Catvinifts 
: | themſelves have thought the Articles to bear hard 
' upon their Scheme. Car ur gbt and, his Followers 
"I in their ſecond .4dmcnition to the Parliament in the 
T year 1572, compl in that the Articles ſpeak dan- 
erouſly of falling from grace. And in * 1587, 
they complain'd again to much the ſame purpole z 
which ſhews that Mr. Pierce had no reaſon to ſay, - 
that the Diſſenters never + objected againſt the Ar- | 
ticles that they are Arminiag. 1 
Thus, Sir, I have diſpatch'd this point, and if I 
have run to an extraordinary length upon it, You 
will conſider the importance of the occaſion, that L 
have been vindicating the honeſty, not of a fem par- 
ticular Perſons, but of the whole Body. of our Cler- 
gy, whom you charge, as Ly others injurioufly 
have done, with prevaricatihg.in their ſubfcriptions, 
and profeſſing one thing, whilſt they believe quite 
the reverſe. Give me leave now in the concluſion 
to tell you, that if 1 had been of your Cabinet- 
Council, I would have advis'd you to ſuppreſs this 
charge, if not out of reſpect to us, yet at leaſt out, 
| of a regard for the credit of many of your own 
4.7 Miniſters, who are as deep in Arminian Principles 
as our Divines are, and yet ſubſcribe the Articles 
relating to theſe Points, as well as we. Your Ridg= 


a 


à ste Waterland Supplement, p. 53+ 
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Jeys, your Guiſes, and your mighty Triumvirate of 
Hurrions may be ſtill fond of the old mumpſimus, 


and too ſtrictly wedded to it perhaps, ever to 


teach or be taught better; But your C handlers 
your Fuſters, and ſeveral more of the Flowers o 


your party have laid aſide this Gibberi/h and talk 


reaſon. 


 Sixtbly, You next complaint is about bowing to- 


wards the Altar, which, without any manner of 


reaſon, you call an eftablifh'd ceremony of the 
Church, p. 26. The Canons in 1640, are; I think, 
now of no force or legal Authority. But ſuppoſing 


they were confirm'd by the King and Parliament, 


and had the Sanctions of a Law annex'd to 
them, yet ſtill they do not fricily injoyn this 
Ceremony; And Mr. 4!/op formerly could not 
but commend the * moderation it is recommended 
with, © that they which ule this rite deſpiſe not 


them who uſe it not; and they who ule it not; 
condemn not thofe that uſe it. | 


Laſtly, You object to the uſe of the Athanaſian 
Creed, becauſe many think it the moſt inconfiſtent 
Jargon that ever was invented, p. 16. I can fee 
no inconſiſtency at all in it. That Father, Word, 
and Spirit are, in ſome ineffable manner united 
together in one eternal and divine Subſtance, and 
that the J/ord or Logos is not another God diſtin&t 
from the Either, nor the holy Spirit a third God 
diſtin& from them both, (which is the ſumm and 
ſubſtance of this Creed,) has, I apprehend, been 
often prov'd to be the Doctrine of the Goſpel. 


* Preface t %, Miſchief of Im poſitions. 
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fk 
If any are in a different ſcheme of thinking, (as 
tis a ſad truth, a great many are,) they may 
keep out of the miniſtry if they, pleaſe, and 
*twould be both for their own and the Church's 
benefit, if they would do ſo; nor can they la- 
bour under the hardſhip you complain of, wiz, 
of publickly uſing a Creed which they utterly 
disbelieve, but by their own fault . 
As to the damnatory clauſes in this Creed, I wiſh 
for the ſake of others, that thoſe, who are in 
authority, would ſoften, or take them quite a- 
way. In the mean time I ſatisfy my ſelf in this, 
that as I may fay in general, that whoſvever be- 
lieveth not in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall be dammn'd, with. 
out condemning thoſe who have not had ſuffi- 
cient opportunities of converſion, or meaning it 
of any beſide thoſe, who might, if they would, 
have been converted, but thro' {ame fault or o- 
ther in themſelves have withſtood the evidence for 
Chriſtianity ; ſo, as I believe the Doctrinal part 
of the Athanaſian Creed to be agreeable to the 
word of God, I may declare in gener, that they 
who do not keep that doctrine whole and undefil'd will 
periſh everlaſtingly, without including any but tuch 
as might have plainly ſeen this to be Scripture- do- 
ctrine, but ut their eyes againſt the Light. 
Hitherto, Sir, I have been conſidering the hard- 
{hips you complain of, as lying upon the Clergy. 
I muſt now attend you in your objections, with re- 
ſpect to the Laity. And the Firſt, I ſhall take no- 
tice of, is, the 14psfition of our Liturgy, You ac- 
knowledge, © there are many excellent things in 
« the commou prayer, © and that © many of the 
& prayers are incomparably the beſt that are extant, 
* aud as good as could be deus, p. 18. But 
yon add, * are there not others that a e Very e,. 
FE» a, 1 F2z '—- -_- ae 
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F tionable, md cannot be well jon'd with g If you 
had told us, which theſe prayers are you ſo mucki 
diſlike, they might have been conſider'd and freed, 


1 preſume, from any ſolid exception. I will rea- 


dily grant that feveral paſſages in the Liturgy may 
eaſily be mended, (as many of the prayers: in the 
+ Jewiſh ſervice, which our Saviour himſelf con- 
defcended to joyn in, might have been ſo:) nor do 


F think that any human compoſition is ſo exact, as 


not to be capable of alteratioris for the better: 


But that any of the -prayers are ab/o/utely and in 
themſelves ſo had, that they cannot well, I mean 


Tate fully and with a good conſcience be joyr'd in, 
is what 1 do not apprehend ever was Or will be 
rov'd. . | | | 
Your own Mr. Boyſe declares 1 opinion for the 


lawfulneh of our * ordinary Lord's day ſervice." And 
another who was ſilenc'd for Non-conformity' denies 


there! is © any + doctrinal paſſage in any of the 


* prayers, that may not bear a good ae henry, 
and ſo Amen may be laid to jt. The fame | 


60 


Author es farther, '* there are no funda- 
"6 menta 


* objected. The corruptions objected are miſap 


errdrs, nor any Vw bordereth thereupoti 


* plications of Scripture, frequent repetitions of 


the ſame things, diſorder'd Prayers and Reſpon- 
ſories, c. No errors that concern the mai 
grounds, or chief heads of Chriſtianity, but 
faults that may be tolerated, and for which 
* a Chriſtian has no'cauſe to ſeparate. ” Mr. Bax- 
ter informs us, chat the Non. comformiſts at the | 
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raiſes to God. And again, + © there are 


cc 


I the Aſſembly of Divines, and who travel/d 
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Suvoy- conference F © medled not againſt the Litur- 
& gy by any accuſation of it, as Sinful. * Tho' they 
defir'd ſome alterations to be made, yet © they 
e deny'd not the ſoundneſs of the matter con- 
tain'd in it, in the main. They thought it a 


ood book, and the making of it a great refor- 
2 and honour'd the excellent men that 
made it. Nay, * ſays he, I found the Litur- 
in the main fit for my ſerious defires and 


very few Churches on earth, that have not 


a worſe Liturgy than ours. And farther ſtill, 


almoſt every Church on earth has a worſe Litur- 


gy, Cas I ſaid) than ours ; But I dare not ſepa- 
rate from almoſt every Church on earth ; and 


therefore not from one, for a reaſon that is com- 
mon to almoſt af, ooo nn only 

But you ask, every church was to uſe a pri- 
vate method of worſhip of their own, and Chriſtia- 


nity only in general was to be the eſtablifh'd religion 


in theſe Kingdoms, what would be the prejudice ? ® 
20. I will anſwer in the words of Mr. Dury (one 


beretofore in the work of peace among the Churches,) 
on occaſion of the Independents defiring the Liberty 


of having a few churches according to their o:cy 
Jr re ol ST RO Ges... 1 


+ Engliſh Non-conformity, p. 11, 
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model: + © It would lay the foundation of Strife 


* and diviſion in the Kingdom to have two [and 


much more to have a thouſand, or it might be ten 
& thouſand] ways of church-government : Which 
& may agree with ſome Machiavilian, but no 
& Chyiſtian policy. And therefore it will be no 
£ 
* 
[4 


nA 5A A 


Independent] Brethren; except it be induc'd 
thereto by the neceſſity af avoiding ſome 


AN 


greater inconveniency, than is the admitting of 


a) 


& a ſeed of porpetual diviſion within itielf, which 


“js in my apprehenſion the greateſt of all other, 
and moſt oppoſite to the Kingdom of Chriſt. * 


Like to which are the words of Calvin in his Letter. 


to the Lord Protector, Somerſet, Oct. 22. 1548. * 


As for a Form of prayers and eccleſiaſtical rites, 


00 I very much approve that one be eftabliſh'd ; 


& from which it ſhall not be lawful for Miniſters 


cc to vary or depart in the diſcharge of their office, 
as well to help the weakneſs and unskillfulneſs 
of ſome, as that uniformity among al! the ſeveral 


& churches may be the better preſerv'd; an 


« laſtly, that the deſultory humours and levity of 


& thoſe who are fond of novelties, may be ſtop- 
& ped. Accordingly Mr. Dare! tells us (in flat 


_ contradiction to what was pretended by the Lords 


and Commons, and the Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſt minſter, viz. that the Book of common Prayer 


I Epifiolrry D:Nceurſe, p-. 21. 


Quod ad formam precum & ritvum Eccleſiaſticorum, 
valde probo ut certa illa exſtet, a qua Paſtoribus ditcede- 
re in functione ſua non liceat, tam ut conſulatur quorun- 
dam ſimplicitati & imperitiæ, quam ut certius ita conſtet 
omnium inter te Eccleizaium conſenſus; poſtremò etiam 
vr obviam earur deſultoriæ quorundam levitati, qui 

vationes quaſdam altectants Ca;v,n; Epi. 87. | 
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wiſdom in the ſtate to yield to the ſuit of the 
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das taken away, and the Directory ſet in it's place, 


dees them.” 
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to anſwer the expectations of other reform d 
Churches, and to reform this Church according to the 


beſt examples among them :) That “ there ne- 


* ver was, nor is yet any one reform'd Church that 
& has only a Directory, and not a Book of common 
% Prayer, and that © a the Reform'd Churches 


ec beyond the Seas, not one excepted, have Set forms 


c of prayer, and for the adminiſtration of Sacra- 
© ments, for marriage, &c.” 


forms of prayer to be lawful, and have made uſe 
of them before + Sermon when they might have 
done otherwiſe. And therefore ſince our Liturgy 
is, by the acknowledgment of the Diſſenters them- 
felves, an excellent compolition in the main, and 


none of the prayers contain any thing herctical, 


Idolatrous, or any other way un/awful, I cannot ſee 
that it's being pre/crib'd is ground enough for a 
ſeparation from us. Mr. Baxter tells us, that the 


' Diffenting Miniſters in 1660, and 1667. || © never 


< thought that things indifferent do become uma 
© ful to us, becauſe the Magiſtrate commandeth 
And He ſays particularly with re- 
ſpect to our Liturgy, that “ * they thought not 


| © the impoſition of it a reaſon ſufficient to prove 


© jt unlawful for them to uſe it, were there no 
more.“ And the Gentleman, who wrote the 
anſwer to Dr. So concerning Forms of prayer, 


+ See His View of the Government, ©. p. 14. 

* Clarke's Lives of ten eminent Divines, p. 255. 

I Bradjbaw's Life in Clarke's Collection, Fol. p. 67. 
1, Engliſh Non conformity, p. 13. | 

0 Ibid. P · IT; OV, 


firs, 


Beſide this, the beſt and moſt * eminent Di- 
vines among the Diſſenters have acknowledg'd 
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ſays, 1 It is not in queſtion betwixt us, 


| twixt us, whe. 
ther an impos d Liturgy "ay be lawfully made uſe 
of. © We are ſo far agreed, (ſays he) that ſuch 

& ſe, tho poſſibly under all circumſtances not 


3 


uſe, : ou 
< eligible, yet is not ſinful.” 

þ 2dly, Your next objection is againſt the Peoples 
bearing a part vocally in our publick ſervice. But 
this ſeems calculated rather to ſhew a nice muſical 


ear, than a Logical underſtanding. © What an in- 


& decent noiſe, lay you, is made by the Reſponſes ? 


« The moſt confus d and harſh one can bear,” p.23, If 


ou were more accuſtom'd tothefe harſh ſounds, per- 


| haps they would not be ſo diſagreeable. This is the 


beſt expedient I can propoſe for curing this over- 
great tenderneſs and delicacy in the Drum and o- 
ther parts of your ear, which muſt be trouble- 
ſome to you on many other occaſions as well as 
on this. The ſame people, I ſuppoſe, who make 
an harſk noiſe in the Reſponſes, are ſeldom care- 

ful to pronounce or ſay Amen in uniſon. Does 
this Diſcord offend you too? —— I will only add, 

in vindication of this practice of our Church, 
what * Mr. Baxter hath ſaid upon it. | 


1. The Scripture no where forbids it. 
2. If the people may do this in the P/a/ms in 
ce meter, there can be no reaſon given, but they 
ee may lawfully do it in proſe. 5 | 


+ Anſwer to Dr. Scot, p. 73. 


* Chrifiiin Direfory, Q. 83, 
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3. The Primitive Chriſtians were ſo full of 
e“ zeal and love for Chriſt, that they would have 
ce taken it for an injury or quenching of the ſpirit, 
© to have been wholly reſtrain'd from bearing 4 
& part in the praifes of the huren 
' © 4 The ule of the tongue keeps awake the 
* mind, and ſtirs up God's graces in his ſervants. 
„ F. It was the decay of zeal in the people, 
* that firſt ſhut out the reſponſes. While they 
“kept the ancient zeal, they were inclin'd to take 
* their part vocally in the worſhip”. 


Thirdly, Another complaint you make is about 
the Croſs in Haptiſin, which you charge with Super- 
«ſiition, p. 23. without producing any reaſon for ſo 
doing. *Tis remarkable what Mr. Baxter ſays, 
that if it be a fin to uſe the ſign of the Croſs, 
1 * it is the Mini/ter's, and not the Perſon s, who 
<« offers the Child to baptiſm ; and another Man's 
© ſinful mode will not juſtify the negle& of our, 
e duty”; which is a full and ſufficient anſwer to 
you, who object to this ceremony, only as an 
hardſhip impos'd upon the Laity. And yet even 
with reſpect to the Clergy, how is it they offend 
herein, or commit iniquity 2 I am perſuaded. 
there is hardly one of us, but makes uſe of the 
Croſs in the adminiſtration of baptiſm with much 
Jeſs ſuperſtition, than thouſands of Diſſenters have 
ſcrupled to let their Children be fign'd with it. 
How oft has it been ſaid, that this rite is a ew 
Sacrament, and looks as if we thought baptiſm: 
incompleat without it ? Notwithſtanding we expreſſy 
fay, that ſuch children as receive only private, 
baptiſm, where the Cro/s is not us'd, are ſufficiently 


4 1 


eh riſtian Directory. Eeccle . Cafes, Q. 49. 
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baptiz'd, and never pretend that this rite was or- 


dain'd by Chriſt; much leſs, that tis a ſign of 
inward and {ſpiritual grace, ordain'd purpoſeſy by 
him as a means of grace, and as a pledge to aſſure us 


thereof. Let any one conſider the matter ſeriouſly, 


and he will eaſily ſee, 'there is nothing at all a- 
miſs in what the Church preſcribes, and that we 


attribute no grace or virtuc to the Croſs, or to the 
ſigning the Child with it; but intend it barely in 
zoken, or to ſignify, that he is baptiz'd into Chriſt, 


and admitted a member of his Church, he ſhall not 
be, or is oblig'd never to be, aſham'd of his cruci- 
fy'd Saviour. 185 


4. Next you object to the uſe of Godfathers and 


Godmothers in baptiſm. This is a very old and 
ancient cuſtom, as old perhaps as Chriſtianity it 
ſelf. Certain it is, it prevaird in f Tertullian's 
time, but an hundred years after the Apoſtles: 


Nay, in all likelihood it was earlier than the Go- 


be Hage, and deriv'd from the people of the Jes; 


who not only initiated the * Children of Proſe- 


Iytes by baptiſm, but allo requir'd that at leaſt 
three gravePerſons ſhould anſwer and ſtipulate for 
them at this ceremony. And ſeveral learned Men 


+ believe this cuſtom to have been as ancient a- 
mong the Fews as the time of J/aiah, it being 
highly probable that thoſe Vitneſſes, mention'd 


ch. 8.2. at the naming of his Son, were of the 


Godmother s. | | 


{ame nature with thoſe we call Godfathers and 


What now is the ground of your diſlike to this 


ancient cuſtom? Parents, you lay, are moſt nearly 


F Tertull. de baptiſmare, c. 18. | 5 8 
See Lightfeer, Vol. 2. p. 119. Walls Hiſt. of Infant 
Baptiſm, Intros f. | Was Hiſt. p. 5. Edit. 1. 
See Cumuber's Companion, Part 3. p. 399. 
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F< engag d to provide for their own Offspring. * p. 
23. 'who ever doubled it 2 or how does the 
Church hinder it? 'Tho' others have ingag'd them- 
ſelves to remind the Child, as he grows up, of his 
baptiſmal vow, and to ſee to his inſtruction in the 


rudiments of Chriſtianity ; yet this no ways takes 


off from the duty of the Parents, who are never- 
theleſs oblig'd to breed him up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord, and bound to take as much 
care therein, as if no body elſe had promis'd any 


thing about it. But © what tender Parent can be 
% willing to give up bis own natural right over his 


Child, and have it dedicated in baptiſm by others N 
p. 23. Tender | Of what * One would think, you 


meant of his own Rights and Pr - As if 


you had ſaid, what Parent, tenacious of, and {if}, 
and reſolute in inſiſting on them, can, & Por 
what want of tenderne/s, in the ſenſe of Kindneſs 
and affection, does it argue, for a Parent to offer his 


Child to baptiſm, that he may be dedicated to 


God, and by the Church's directions to provide 


Sponſors in order thereto > None certainly; Nor 
is there room to queſtion but that Parents by doing 


this, ſhew as much regard for the good of their 
Child's ſoul, and as ſtrong an inclination for his 
being initiated into the Church and dedicated to 
ro Chriſt, as if they were to covenant for, aud de- 
dicate him in their own Perſons. | 

When you ask, p. 24. who 7s there that does not 


turn the promiſe He makes into a Feſs ” & this car- 


ries a very hard and unjuſt inſinuation, that every 
ody does 1o, E know ſeveral people who think it 


a moſt ſerious matter, and make conſcience of this 


pcomiſe ; and the Children have reaion to bleſs 


God that they had Ser at their baptiſm; their 
own Parents being either dead, or careleſs about 


G 2 their 
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their education, or not capable of giving them the 
ſame good inſtructions, as their Godfathers and 
_ Godmothers do. It is but too true, that many make 
light of theſe ingagements : But the abuſe of - a 
good cuſtom induces no neceſſity for the ' abolition 
of it. If Parents are good and virtuous themſelves, 
it may be reaſonably hop'd they will provide ſuch 
Perſons to ſtand for their Children, as are likely to 
make conſcience of their ingagements : If they are 
wicked and irreligious, the caſe of the Infants may, 
and often has been mended by their having Sponſors, 
but cannot be made We. Upon the whole I muſt 
needs ſay, that if Thad a Child to be baptiz d, FE 
would make it my choice that it ſhould be with 
Godfathers and Godmothers : Only I would take 
care to chuſe pr per Perſons on the occaſion. And 
*twould be a great ſatisfaction to me to conſider, that 
if Jſhould be taken away, and his Ather too, before 
the Child is grown up, we ſhould leave three or 
four good Chriſtians behind us, who are oblig'd in 
duty to take ſpecial care of him, and to ſee that 
he be brought up in the paths of virtue and 
religion. And yet, becauſe great offence, how- 
ever groundleſs, has been taken at this uſage of 
our Church, I will be ſo frank as to own that I wiſh 
for the fake of peace, that the Parents were per- 
mitted to join with the Sponſors in the promiſes 
they make as + Biſhop Hilling flect propos'd former- 
Iy, or that ſome other way might be found out to re- 
move this ſcruple. And I wiſh alſo with the fame 
excellent Prelate, * becauſe the uſe of the Sacra- 
«© ments. in a Chriſtian Church ought to be the 
e moſt free from all exceptions, and ought to be 

cc ſo adminiſtred, as rather to invite than diſ- 

— 1 of Separation, Pref. p. 84. © 
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c courage fcrupulons Perions from joining in them, 
cc that the &. ig of the Croſs was wholly taken a. 


way z er i that may give offence to others, that 


« the uſe of it was confin'd to the publick ad- 


« miniſtration of baptiſm, or left indifferent, as 
« the Parents deſire it: This, I fay, I wiſh for 
the ſake of peace, and I ſhould rejoice to ſee the 


day, when thoſe that are in authority ſhall incline 


to make {ome ſuch alterations; Notwithſtanding, as 
things ſtand at preſent, I know of nothing but what 


the moſt conſcientious may be yell ſatisfy'd in; 
nothing, that (abſtracting from men's unrealonable 


e may not innocent h be comply d-with. 


 Fiftbly, You mention bowing at the name of 
Jeſus, as one Ground, which many diſſent upon, 


and you I it an eſtabliſh d ceremony of the 


Church, p.26. But certainly things are come to 
a fad pals, ci we mult never expect to ſee an 
end of our diviſions, if ſuch matters as this can 
keep them up, and drive Men from Church. Mr. 


Baxter fays, + © we are for Corporal worſhip, as a 
due expreſſion of ſpiritual.” And Mr. Boyſe is 
ſtill clearer and more expreſs. * ©© The Scriptures 
injoin bodily worſhip in general,and conſequently 
warrant all ſuch devour poſtures, as either na- 
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ture or civil cuſtom has taught us to expreſs it 
by, as bowing, proſtration, Kneeling, ſtanding, and 
(in theſe parts of the world) Men's being unco- 
«© verd.” This is ſufficient to vindicate the uſe 
of this ceremony, ſuppoſing it to be eſtabliſh'd 
But is there room to think it is fo ? I hope I ſhall 
give no offence to any one, by ſaying Iam clear 
in the opinion, that, tho' generally ey d, tis 
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not | eſtabliſh'd. The Canons indeed in 1603. enjoin 
it. But the title-page of our Liturgy plainly 


enough ſhews, and the act of uniſormity farther con- 
firms, that That is the rule to which every one is 


to conform in publick worſhip, and all rites and 


am fully of opinion we ought #6 to uſe it, and that 
Pris implicithy forbidden. . 5 


Six#hly, You © would not appear tedious or diſ 


& putatious , and therefore mention but one no- 


torious impoſition more, and that is kneeling at 


the Communion, p. 24. Concerning this ſo notori- 
ous and jniolerable impoſition, Mr. Baxter ac- 
knowledges, that “ he never heard any thing to 
& prove kneeling unlamful. The Diſſenters at 
the Szvoy never ꝗ accus d it, as ſuch : And Mr. 
|| How and Mr. + Boy/e had nothing to object to 


thole who receive kneelmg : And 9% your ſelf 


fay, © Nu do not object to the poſture it ſelf,” p. 24. 


Nay, tis obſervable, that the Sacrament is receiv'd 


every where, and by all people, kneeling ; except 


* Chriſtian DireQory, Part. 2. ch. 24. Q. 4c. 
f See Mr. Rrxter's Euzliſb Non- conformity, p 11s 
' Conſiderations of a Pretace, Oc. p 23. | 
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the Diſſenters, the Pope, ſome of the Dutch people, 


and ſome Scinians in Germany, who receive ſitting. 


| You ask, © Would the decency end ſolemnity of the 
5 ordinance be Jeſs, if ſome kneel'd, others were 
© proſtrate, and others flood ?“ p. 24. But why 


did you not alſo mention ſitting 4 which ſome Dit- 
ſenters, becauſe it is a 7able-ge/zure, have eſteem'd 


neceſſary ; and have therefore fo ſtrenuouſly inſiſt- 


ed on it, as to refuſe to admit thoſe to the com- 


munion, who, thinking it was ſome irreverence to 
ſit, deſir d to kneel. Was this omiſſion thro* for- 


getfulneſs? or were you ſenſible, that there would 
not be ſo great an appearance of devotion in the 


uſe of this geſture, as of that which we uſe ? I muſt 
own, that ſhould I meet with a ſober, honeſt; 
_ well-meaning man, who ſcrupled to receive knee- 


ling, it would grieve me that I muſt refuſe him, 
upon that ſcore. But as I never met with an In- 
ſtance of this kind, ſo I verily am perſuaded, I 
never ſhall ; and if I ſhould, methinks 'twould be 
no difficult matter to ſet him right. However this 
effects me only as a Clergyman, and would be no 
objection to my conformity in a Lay-capacity. For 
let other people have what ſcruples they will, if J 
eſteem the thing lawful, and can comply with it 
fafely and with a good conſcience, I ou to com- 
ply, and the ſcruples, which my Neighbours make, 


are no Rule for'me to walk by, and no reaſon for 


my Diſſention. Our Governours ſurely are au- 


thoriz d, when ſome Poſture is neceſſary at the 


communion, to enjoin that which they think moſt 


decent. And tho you are for having every one 


left to his liberty herein, I cannot conceive, that 
if ſome were to receive ſlauding, fome kneeling, and 


others ſitting, one lying upon his back, another on 


his belly, and a third on his ſide, in a diſcumbing po- 
- N „„ ſture, 
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ſture, there would be ſo much order and decency inn 


the adminiſtration of the Sacrament, as now there 


is amongſt us. > 5 Os 
Beſide, if ſuch a general liberty, was allow'd of, 


as you contend for, would it tend to cure our Di- 


viſions? I dont think it would. It might pleaſe 
ſome ; but would it not diſpleaſe others ? By much 
the majority of our people eſteem kneeling the moſt 
decent poſture of any, and look upon ſitting as quite 
irreverent and indecent. Would not ſome of theſe 
be offended, if any were admitted to receive //ttig? 
I fear they would, and /eparate too upon that ſcore. 


And methinks they might do it upon as good 
grounds as any ſeparate now, becauſe they are not 


permitted to /iz ; and upon much better than thoſe 
do, who fully approve of Kneeling in their own 


judgments, but yet diſſent ; becauſe a we Neigh- | 


bour, who thinks that poſture unlawful, may not 


b 


be admitted to receive e 3 ; : 
Thus, Sir, I have gone thro' your objections a- 


gainſt the eſtabliſh'd Church; and upon the 


whole, cannot find that you have alledg'd any 
thing of moment againſt miniſterial Contormity ; 
much leſs, thar the Terms of Lay-communion, 
which you complain of, are in themſelves unlaw- 
ful, or ſuch as a good Man may not, and ought 


not to comply with, rather than break the unity _ 


of the Church. 
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king the Breach wider than the neceſſity of not | 
wounding. their Conſciences obliges them to, and 
who ſeparate, tho' they could conform without fins 


There is nothing”, ſaith Mr. Mead, in his Ser- 


mon intitled, 7wo Sticks made one, or the excellency 


unity, which he publiſh'd at the requeſt of above 


fourſcore of the moſt celebrated Diſſenting Mini- 
ſters f, © more contrary to Chriſtianity; and yet 
& we cover cur Diviſions under the cloał of Reli- 
© gion, the very name of which carries nion with 
& it”. The ſame Author obſerves farther, that 
& Diviſions are very diſlionourable to Feſus 
& Chriſt; they cauſe His name to be blaſphem'd 


c in the world.” —— || © What has been the re- 


© proach we have been filld with? Is it not that 
% we have been a divided people, crumbling into 
© faitions and Parties, fill'd with mutual animoſi- 
ties and jars, envy ing and hating one another? 
© — + How many have eſtrang'd themſelves 
& from religion, and caſt it off, becauſe of the feuds 
and heats of its Profeſſors? Oh!] how many 
© have fallen, and been turned out of the way by 
« the fatal ſtumbling blocks, which our Diviſiuns 
* have laid in the way of their converſion ? * To. 


the ſame purpoſe are the words of Mr. Baxter; 


+ © It grieveth me to think how much, firſt, the 
& honour, and then the ſucceſs of the miniſtry on 


F both ſides, is hindered by our Diviſions, and what. 


c temptations ſome have to further injuries, which. 
«© Im. loth to name: and how by all this the wicked 
© and Infidels are harden d, the weak are ſcandaliz d, 
the Papiſts are encourag'd to deſpiſe us all, and 
© many turn to them, ſcandalizd by our diſcord ; 
“ Sects are advantag'd,the Church and Kingdom by 


1 p. 16. * Belge, | Pogo. x Be 21. + See His Pre- 
Jace to the true and only way pf Concord, Vol 4. p. C26 Fain. Hl., 
pp : '* Diviſions 
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38 44% Apology for 


% Diviſions weaken d, and the King denied the com- 


fort which He might have in a Loving, united, 


and concordant people.” In another place He 


fays, f“ Whence is it but for want of Se/f-denyal, 
_ © that Men who know that whoredom, and drunks 
* enneſs, and theft, are fins, can yet be ignorant (in 


* the midſt of Light) that Diſcord and Church- 


Di viſtous are fins ? And that they hear Him with 


© Heart- riſing, Enmity, or ſuſpicion, that doth de- 
claim againſt them? As if uuitiug were the work of 
Satan, .and dividing were become the work of 

© Chriſt, —— And that for all the plain and terrible 


© Paſſages againſt Diviſions, that are found in the 


cc 

cc 

cc 

* word of God, it ſeems to ſome a venial fin, and 
and to others a commendable virtue, if not a mark 
* of Chriſtian Piety 2 Again he ſays, * Re- 
©. member now that Schi ſin, and making Parties and 
& Diviſions in the Church, is not ſo ſmall a Sin as 
N many take it. + lt is a Sin againſt ſo many, 


* and) clear, and vehement words of the Holy 
* Ghoſt, that it is therefore wholly without uk 


* Whoredoms, and Treaſons, and Perjury are not 


* oftner forbidden in he Goſpel than ibis. 


& And it is yet the more heinous; in that it is com- 


6 monly father d upon God. --- When did you ever 
© know a ſect or a Party, how contrary ſoever a- 
„ mong themſelves, but they all pretended God's 


« Authority, and entitled Him to their Sins, and 
erer or PE ED on 
What the conduct of the Diſſenting Teachers, 
in the point I am going to mention, is, I know not ; 
But certain it is, they ought in Duty to let their peo- 


ple know the Sn and danger of a groundleſs ſepa- 


r Treatiſe of Self. Denyal. Ep. Monitory, Vol. 3. p. 352. 
Cbriſtian Directory, p. 600» I id. p. 598. . 
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ration, and to tell them plainly that all thoſe ought 


to conform, who can do it with a ſafe conſcience, 


and who do not eſteem any of the terms of our 
communion criminal and unlavful. And if the diſ- 


ſenting Laity were thus p/ainly dealt with by their 
Teachers; and if ſuch alſo of the Teachers, as have 


nothing to object to but the terms of miniſterial 
Conformity, would hold communion with us in a 
Lay-capacity (as in reaſon they ougbt,) we might 
reaſonably hope to ſee the Breaches in the Church 
ſoon made up, and our Diviſions brought to a happy 


The Church of England is undoubtedly, as the 
Bulwark, fo alſo the Glory of the Reformation: 
And *'tis very. remarkable what Mr. Durel ſays ; 


* Thoſe who are not fatisfy'd with our Church. 


„ Government and publick Worſhip by Law eftab= 
© Iiſb'd, are the ouly Men in the world, of all thoſe 


K that profeſs the Proteftant Religion, who ſcruple 
eto ſubmit to the one, and join with us in the o- 


* ther: And if they refuſe to conform in all thoſe 
*© things which are impos'd by lawful Authority 
“ upon all the members of the church of England, 


they muſt likewiſe renounce the Communion of 


ce all other Reformed Churches, there being not one 


© in all the world, bur doth impoſe things of ike 


© nature, againſt which the /ame exceptions may 


be made with as much reaſon ; nay, all and every 


© one of thoſe Ceremonies, which are here impos d, 
« being alſo impos'd in one or other of the Refor- 
“ med Churches beyond the ſeas ; and all and more, 
&« in ſome of them, which yet are not therefore ac- 
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counted ſuperſtitious in the Judgment of other 
Churches, which do not ule the tame.” 1 


* View of the Government, Ge. Epiſt. Ded. 
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fate of all Human Compolutes, has its imperfecti- 
ons, and may be alter d for the better, it would ire- 
joyce my heart to ſee the moſt exceptionable pa- 

ages in it revis'd and corrected, that ſo, our Church 


© 


doors being open'd wider, the more moderate among 1 
the ſeparatiſts may be eas d of their Scruples, and in 
the way of reaſon and conviction be compell d to come 

in, Whether the preſent Age will produce ſoſ 
bleſſed a Reform, God almighty only knows: But 
methinks, as we have a King, a Queen, a Mmmjftry, © 


generous Principles, it might; eaſily: be accompliſn' d. 
And whereas there is a defign going forwards to ad- 
dreſs the Parliament for à repeal of the 2 and 
Oyrporation-Acts, (which undoubtedly have their uſ eg 
againſt Papiſts, eſpecially. in Irland:) give me leave 
to recommend it to your conſideration, whether it 
would not be more praiſe-worthy, if, inſtead of this, 
the moderate Part of the Diſſenters, and thoſe whom 
a few alterations would ſatisfy, would in the Spirit 
of gentleneſs and meekneſs, and without aiming at a 
farther Reformation than they think neceſſary, and 
Without inſiſting on any ſuch things to be alter d as. 
they can comply with without Sin, petition the Par- 
kament for ſuch alterations to be made. I am, 


„ Sf 0: 


Tour moſt obedient Servant. 
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